
 

Avista Corp. 

1411 East Mission, P.O. Box 3727 

Spokane, Washington 99220-0500 

Telephone 509-489-0500 

Toll Free   800-727-9170 

 

May 27, 2025 

 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

Attn: Filing Center 

201 High Street SE, Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301-3612 

 

Re: AR 669 – Avista Comments Regarding Staff’s IRP/RFP Modernization Draft 

Proposed Rules 

 

Filing Center:  

 

Avista Corporation, dba Avista Utilities (Avista or the Company), submits the following comments 

in response to the Public Utility Commission of Oregon’s (OPUC or Commission) draft 

administrative rules provided May 7, 2025, pertaining to the modernization of Integrated Resource 

Planning (IRP) and Request for Proposal (RFP) rules and guidelines. 

 

Standardized Data Requests (SDR)  

The Company reiterates its comments filed previously in UM 2348 on December 6, 2024 

regarding SDRs, which were not considered in the draft rules. The draft rules require “(3) The 

utility must publish all information submitted pursuant to section (2) of this rule to a publicly-

accessible page on the utility’s website in a machine-readable format. Information exempt from 

disclosure pursuant to a protective order issued by the Commission may be provided in redacted 

form. The utility must keep the published information available to the public until the utility has 

filed two subsequent IRPs.” Creating a requirement for utilities to post responses to data requests 

publicly on their website conflicts with OAR 860-001-0540, which includes the rules for data 
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requests. First, data requests may only be issued by a “party” 1 and “the party answering the data 

request must provide a response or an electronic mail notification of upload to a designated 

shared workspace to the submitting party and all other parties that filed a written request for a 

copy of the response.”2 As noted, data requests are intended for only parties to a proceeding, not 

for public view. Further, 860-001-0540(1) requires that “Each data request must be answered 

fully and separately in writing or by production of documents, or objected to in writing.” If there 

are a substantial number of SDRs that must be responded to individually, which often are 

accompanied by numerous attachments, there will not be a simple way to post the data requests 

in a manner that is easy to navigate or understand. Finally, responses to data requests are not part 

of the record unless a party offers “into evidence data requests and the answers to the data 

requests.”3 Accordingly, SDRs should only be required to be provided through the standard 

channels of providing data requests to parties in a proceeding. 

 

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 509-495-

shawn.bonfield@avistacorp.com. 

 

Sincerely,  

/s/ Shawn Bonfield 

Shawn Bonfield 

Sr. Manager of Regulatory Policy & Strategy 

 
1 OAR 860-001-0010(7) “Party” means a person entitled as a matter of right to a hearing before the Commission, an 

intervenor, or Commission Staff. 
2 OAR 860-001-0540(3). 
3 OAR 860-001-0540(4). 
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