BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
OF OREGON
AR 669
In the Matter of
COMMENTS OF THE ALLIANCE OF

)
)
Rulemaking to Amend Integrated Resource Plan ) WESTERN ENERGY CONSUMERS
Guidelines and Competitive Bidding Rules. )

L. COMMENTS

In accordance with the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (“Commission”)
Staft’s (“Staff”) April 7, 2025, Docket Announcement and Schedule Notice in the above
captioned proceeding, the Alliance of Western Energy Consumers (“AWEC”) submits these
comments on initial draft rules, specifically OAR 860-090-0060(11). As set forth herein and in
accordance with AWEC’s comments in Docket No. UM 2348,! AWEC supports OAR 860-090-
0060(11) as it will allow analysis of whether an electric utility subject to House Bill (“HB”) 2021
is likely to hit the cost cap set forth in ORS 469A.445.

Specifically, as drafted, OAR 860-090-0060(11) requires an electric utility subject
to HB 2021 to develop and evaluate a counterfactual portfolio in its IRP “as though the
requirements of ORS 469A.400 to ORS 469A.475 did not apply, holding equal all other

constraints and assumptions used to develop the Preferred Portfolio.” This counterfactual

! Docket No. UM 2348, AWEC Comments on Staff Workshop #2 (Jan. 8, 2025).
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portfolio will be in addition to the utility’s portfolio analysis reference case included in its IRP
that complies with HB 2021 and “represents current expectations for future conditions.””

OAR 860-090-0060(11) will help effectuate ORS 469A.445, which allows an
organization that represents broad customer interests to request that the Commission open an
investigation regarding the utility’s progress towards meeting the HB 2021 cost cap. Notably, to
bring a petition before the Commission, “the petitioner shall provide information regarding the
investments or costs sufficient to determine whether the investments or costs contribute to
compliance with [HB 2021].”> AWEC has previously highlighted that without an electric utility
providing the rate impact of its actions taken to comply with HB 2021, it is unclear how such an
organization or the Commission itself would be able to initiate such an investigation without at
least an indication of whether the petition initiating this investigation will be successful.*

As drafted, OAR 860-090-0060(11) requires electric utilities subject to HB 2021

to provide the information needed for a petitioner or Commission to determine whether the

utility is likely to hit the HB 2021 cost cap and is therefore reasonable.

/1]

/1]

/1]

/1]

/1]

2 Docket No. AR 669, Workshop #1: Staff and DOJ Presentation of IRP/CEP and RFP Rules, at 8
(May 7, 2025).

3 ORS 469A.445(1).

4 Docket No. UM 2348, AWEC Comments on Staff Workshop #2 (Jan. 8, 2025).
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II. CONCLUSION
AWEC appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments and looks forward
to working with Staff and stakeholders to this proceeding.
Dated this 28th day of May 2025.
Respectfully submitted,
DAVISON VAN CLEVE, P.C.

/s/ Corinne O. Olson

Tyler C. Pepple

Corinne O. Olson

107 SE Washington Street, Suite 430
Portland, Oregon 97214

(503) 241-7242

tcp@dvclaw.com

coo@dvclaw.com

Of Attorneys for the
Alliance of Western Energy Consumers
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