
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 28, 2025 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attention:  Filing Center 
201 High Street SE, Suite 100 
Post Office Box 1088 
Salem, Oregon 97308-1088 
 
RE: AR 669 – Updates to IRP Requirements and Competitive Bidding Rules 
 
Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (“NW Natural” or “Company”), 
appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on Workshop #1 held on May 5, 2025, 
in the above referenced docket.  The following are NW Natural’s Comments listed by 
the proposed rule numbers and captions: 

OAR 860-090-0030 Integrated Resource Plan Procedural Requirements 

NW Natural recommends removing Section 3.  Section (3) discusses publishing of 
the standard data request responses related to the IRP on the utility’s website (and 
section OAR 860-090--0110(4)) indicates the same requirement for IRP Updates).  
As mentioned in the informal rulemaking docket, NW Natural believes the 
Commission should be the aggregator of this type of IRP data and host that 
information in a central location.  By doing so, NW Natural believes stakeholders 
would find it easier to refer to the respective dockets for all IRP related information in 
a central location.  It was the Company’s understanding that the Commission does 
currently not have the ability to host this information but was looking for an 
alternative.  NW Natural continues to believe that the Commission should be the 
aggregator of this information and is willing to work with the participants in this 
docket to identify alternatives to each utility posting its own information.   

OAR 860-090-0050 Integrated Resource Plan Acknowledgment 

Section (5).  NW Natural recommends removing Section 5.  NW Natural continues to 
be concerned that Staff’s proposal reduces the value of an IRP acknowledgement 
provides for a utility.  We continue to question how acknowledgement of an Action 
Plan item may be considered in future ratemaking decisions, while the supporting 
analysis and findings may not.  NW Natural understands, and Staff points out, that 
the Commission’s acknowledgment decision is based on what is known at the time 
of an acknowledgement decision and that additional information may become known 
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over time.  However, the value of acknowledgement is eroded if the Commission can 
decide to acknowledge an Action Item but not the underlying analysis and findings.  
A finding of IRP acknowledgement should include the supporting analysis and 
findings, and would be consistent in providing “…evidence in support of favorable 
rate-making treatment of the action, although it is not a guarantee of favorable 
treatment.”1 

OAR 860-090-0110 Integrated Resource Plan Updates 
 

NW Natural recommends removing Section 4 – please see discussion above in 
comments to OAR 860-090-0030. 

 
Conclusion 
NW Natural appreciates the opportunity to comment and looks forward to working with 
Staff and other stakeholders to develop rules that are clear and provide flexibility.  
 
Please address correspondence on this matter to Rebecca Trujillo at 
rebecca.trujillo@nwnatural.com with copies to the following: 
 

eFiling 
Rates and Regulatory Affairs 
NW Natural 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, OR  97204 
Telephone: (503) 610-7330 
Fax: (503) 220-2579 
eFiling@nwnatural.com 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Rebecca Trujillo 
 
Rebecca Trujillo 
Regulatory Compliance 
 

 

1 Least-Cost Planning Investigation – Met Retention, Docket No. UM 180, Order No. 89-507 (Apr. 20, 1989). 


