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Avista Corp.

1411 East Mission, P.O. Box 3727
Spokane, Washington 99220-0500
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July 16, 2025

Public Utility Commission of Oregon
Attn: Filing Center

201 High Street SE, Suite 100

Salem, OR 97301-3612

Re: AR 669 — Avista Comments Regarding Staff’s IRP/RFP Modernization Draft
Proposed Rules

Filing Center:

Avista Corporation, dba Avista Utilities (Avista or the Company), submits the following comments
in response to the Public Utility Commission of Oregon’s (OPUC or Commission) draft
administrative rules provided July 2, 2025, pertaining to the modernization of Integrated Resource

Planning (IRP) and Request for Proposal (RFP) rules and guidelines.

OAR 860-090-0030 Integrated Plan Procedural Requirements

Avista previously stated concerns with the proposed Standard Data Requests (SDRs) proposed
within this section. In response to the Company’s concerns and those raised by others, the
current version of the draft rules simply change SDRs to Standard Information Requests, which
circumvents the concerns raised about who may access data requests and does adequately
address the concerns. As such, Avista does not support the notion of Standard Information
Requests in the rules. If certain information is required to be in an IRP, the rules should state
what that information is. If after a utility files an IRP and Staff or other intervening parties have
questions or would like more information, they can follow the standard discovery rules and ask

data requests.



OAR 860-090-0060 Components of the Integrated Resource Plan

Regarding the proposed changes to part (6) of this section, Avista is concerned about the
requirement for a utility to update their load forecast “no more than three months before the
needs assessment calculation is performed.” This time horizon is simply not realistic given the
complexity of the load forecast and modeling that must be completed to perform the resource
needs assessment. At minimum, a utility should be allowed at least 6 months from the time the

load forecast is updated to when the needs assessment is completed.

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 509-495-

shawn.bonfield@avistacorp.com.

Sincerely,

s/ Stawn Bonficld

Shawn Bonfield
Sr. Manager of Regulatory Policy & Strategy
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