
 
 

 
February 26, 2026 
 
 
 
 
Oregon Public Utility Commission 
Attn: Filing Center 
P.O. Box 1088 
Salem, OR 97308-1088 
 
 
RE:  AR 669 – Cascade Comments Regarding AHDs Draft Memo on IRP/RFP Modernization 
Proposed Rules 

 
Attention: Filing Center 
 
Cascade Natural Gas (Cascade or the Company) submits the following comments to the AHD draft 
memorandum that was filed on February 12, 2026. 
 
 
If there are any questions regarding this request, please contact me at (509) 221-9808 or via email at 
Brian.Robertson@cngc.com. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
CASCADE NATURAL GAS CORPORATION 

 
Brian Roberson 
Manager, Supply Resource Planning  
 
 
Enclosed 
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Introduction 
 
Cascade Natural Gas Corporation (Cascade, Company) respectfully files the following 
comments related to the Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) portions of the Administrative 
Hearing Division memo. Cascade appreciates the opportunity to provide comments in this 
docket across multiple stages of the rulemaking process. The proposed rules add clarity in 
important areas and help establish a more structured framework for future Integrated Resource 
Plans (IRPs) and related processes. 
 
Looking ahead, Cascade’s focus will be on ensuring full compliance in areas where some 
ambiguity may remain. These include: 
 

1. Stakeholder Engagement – Cascade will continue to refine its stakeholder involvement 
process to ensure that stakeholders have meaningful opportunities to provide input at all 
stages of the planning process. This will help ensure that Cascade’s assumptions, 
modeling approaches, and scenario analysis reflect a broad range of plausible and 
reasonable perspectives. 

 
2. Community Benefits – As a stand-alone natural gas local distribution company, Cascade 

recognizes that the application of Community Benefits may differ from electric-utility 
contexts. Cascade will rely on ongoing stakeholder input to help determine how 
Community Benefits should be defined, evaluated, and incorporated into future planning 
efforts in a manner appropriate to a natural gas utility. 

 
3. Acknowledgment Timing – Cascade reiterates its concern that acknowledgment may 

occur 13-18 months after key planning assumptions and technical analyses are 
established.  While Cascade supports decisions informed by current information, this 
extended time gap can unintentionally place a utility at a disadvantage if external 
conditions evolve significantly during the interim. Cascade respectfully requests that the 
rules recognize the importance of evaluating the reasonableness of planning 
assumptions as they existed at the time of filing, while still allowing for transparency 
around material changes that may occur prior to acknowledgment.  

 
Cascade looks forward to continued collaboration with Staff, stakeholders, and the Commission 
as the rulemaking progresses and as expectations for gas-utility planning continue to evolve. 
 
 
This concludes Cascade’s comments. 
 
Dated at Kennewick, Washington, this 26th day of February, 2026. 

 
Brian Robertson 
Manager, Supply Resource Planning 
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