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TO: puc.publiccomments@puc.oregon.gov
SUBJ: Public Comment Regarding UG 527, UG 528, and UM 2419 - Coos County Pipeline
Chair Tawney and Commissioners Perkins and Powers,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on UM 2419 in regards to the gas pipeline sale to
NW Natural in Coos County. Rogue Climate serves and works alongside Southern Oregon and
South Coast communities most impacted by climate change, including low-income, rural,
youth, and communities of color, by organizing for clean energy, sustainable jobs, and a healthy
environment. We do so through leadership development, political education, and campaigns for
policies that benefit our communities.

For the past 7 years Rogue Climate’s South Coast team has been organizing with Coos County
community members to build a vision of a thriving and resilient future for the South Coast.
Through listening sessions, gatherings and surveys, we heard that community members
envision a future in which people, the economy and the ecosystems that sustain them are cared
for. They envision affordable and abundant housing, clean air and water, and resilience in the
face of rising sea levels, temperatures, fires and floods. Community members want reliable,
affordable and renewable energy.

The Coos County Pipeline sale is an opportunity to gradually decommission this faulty
infrastructure while investing in solutions that would increase energy efficiency and cost
savings for coastal Oregonians. The history of this pipeline proves it is a poor investment that
has lacked community support from the beginning. The pipeline poses a substantial safety and
economic risk, threatening leaks that could cause substantial damage to the community and
fragile coastal ecosystems — especially in a region that is expected to be severely impacted by
natural disasters such as a Cascadian subduction zone earthquake event and/or tsunami.
Already, Coos County taxpayers have been investing in this failing infrastructure without much
benefit. The cost of further upgrades to the pipeline would pose an additional burden on NW
Natural’s customers across the state who have already seen exorbitant rate increases in past
years. Coos County deserves investment in energy resilience through robust transmission
upgrades and energy efficient electrification, rather than locking in fossil fuel infrastructure that
pollutes the air and takes Oregon further away from our climate goals.
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The average household income in Coos Bay is $55.292, highlighting the need for affordable
sources of energy that can keep homes safe during any weather. 30-39% of h holds in Coos
county are facing severe energy burdens while also earning less than $15.060 per year.

As extreme weather events become more common, from heat waves to ice storms, families on

the South Coast are increasingly burdened by high energy costs and power outages, highlighting
the urgent need for affordable, climate-resilient solutions. As more and more customers across
the state move off gas and choose more affordable and efficient energy sources, rural
communities locked in to natural gas reliance will be forced to pick up the cost, resulting in
skyrocketing bills.

Now is the time to invest in energy resiliency for the South Coast. In alignment with the Oregon
Energy Strategy and Governor Kotek’s recent Executive Order 25-29, communities across the

state are shifting away from fossil fuels towards renewable, reliable, and affordable electricity.
Expanding access to heat pumps, solar generation and storage, and home generation are essential
steps to ease the transition. Investing in microgrids would help to prepare Coos County for
disasters and workforce development programs would support projects that bring sustainable,
high-paying jobs to the region. The Oregon Energy Strategy underscores that the cost of the
energy transition will only increase with further delay.

Rogue Climate has seen firsthand how ductless heating and cooling pumps reduce energy use,
lower utility bills, and support our communities to be safe and healthy. Heat pumps can provide
pollution-free cooling during more frequent extreme heat on the coast, transition households
away from reliance on bulk fuels, create jobs for local HVAC installers, and reduce rural energy
burden. Rogue Climate’s Energize programs in Coos, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, and Klamath
counties over the past 10 years demonstrated the high demand for efficient heat pumps and the
great benefit to community members when this technology is accessible to low-income and rural
households. Over the course of the Energize South Coast program, we trained more than 300
South Coast residents and installed affordable DHP’s in 75 households in Coos County. The
program was so popular, we had to hire a second contracted installer to meet the demand. The
average participant experienced reductions of 50-75% in their utility bills. Plus, dozens of
family-wage jobs were created with local installers.

The maintenance and repair costs of this pipeline would fall unfairly on residential rate-payers.
The Coos County Pipeline currently serves around 1,700 residential customers, however, the
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largest users are commercial: the essential but underfunded Bay Area Hospital and Rosburg
Forest Products, a failing timber business that ceased operations in Weed, CA and Dillard, OR in
2025. Industrial customers using gas will be subject to Oregon’s climate policies like the Climate
Protection Program, which calls for a reduction of “90% of carbon emissions from diesel,

gasoline and natural gas companies by 2050.” This is a prime opportunity to support commercial
customers to transition away from gas.

As the Commission considers NW Natural’s proposed purchase of the pipeline, we urge you to
thoughtfully decommission the pipeline and prioritize energy efficient electric alternatives. This
is a critical opportunity to invest in energy resilience and cost savings for South Coast
communities, while mitigating the dangers of a failing gas pipeline. Coos County deserves
forward-looking solutions, rather than locking our rural communities into further fossil fuel
reliance.

Sincerely,
Ashley Audycki, South Coast Coordinator, Rogue Climate

Zoe Serrano, Legislative Coordinator, Rogue Climate
Jess Grady-Benson, Organizing Director, Rogue Climate
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