BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

UM 1452

In the Matter of:
OPENING COMMENTS

of ENERGY TRUST OF
OREGON

Investigation into pilot programs

to demonstrate the use and
effectiveness of volumetric incentive
rates for solar photovoltaic energy
systems
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Energy Trust of Oregon, Inc., (Energy Trust) submits the following opening
comments in support of the development of this pilot program, and to provide

additional information regarding rate classes for volumetric incentive rates.

Energy Trust supports OPUC Staff’'s proposal to vary volumetric rates based on
location, to help ensure that the financial incentive for a given system is similar
regardless of where it is installed. However, Energy Trust sees a different
distribution of solar resource among counties than indicated in the Staff's
proposed rate classes. For example, between rate classes 1 and 2, the proposed
incentive rate decrease of approximately 17% seems disproportionate to the
increase in solar resource of only approximately 5%. Staff developed the rate
classes and incentive rates based on project data provided by Energy Trust, but
was disadvantaged by the fact that Energy Trust lacks project data in some

geographical areas in the state.



Energy Trust urges OPUC Staff to rely primarily on the “local production
capacity” for determining (i) which counties are in each rate class and (ii) the
appropriate incentive rate for that rate class. “Local production capacity” is an
estimate of electricity that a project will generate each year in a given location
assuming optimal panel orientation and no shading, and is stated in terms of
annual kilowatt-hours per watt of nameplate capacity. Energy Trust believes the
local production capacity estimates to be accurate, and has measured

performance data from solar photovoltaic systems to confirm this.

Energy Trust's recommendation for the rate class definitions based on solar
resource is shown in the following table. We encourage Staff to consider

recalculating the incentive rates based on these figures:

Rate Counties Approximate kWh/watt

Class annual production
capacity

1 Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, 1.1

Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Multhomah,
Polk, Tillamook, Washington, Yamhill

Coos, Curry, Douglas, Hood River
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Gilliam, Jackson, Josephine, Klamath,
Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union,
Wallowa, Wasco, Wheeler

4 Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Grant, Harney, 1.4
Jefferson, Lake, Malheur

DATED this 14™ day of January, 2010.

By: \W UW@W

Johth M. Volkman, General Counsel
Kacia Brockman, Sr. Solar Program
Manager, Energy Trust of Oregon




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, John M. Volkman, hereby certify that on this day | served a copy of the
Opening Comments of Energy Trust of Oregon upon all persons indicated on the
attached service list via electronic mail, and also by first-class mail to those who

have not waived paper service.

Dated this 14™ day of January, 2010, at Portland, Oregon.

By: W Uﬂm

JO@M. Volkman
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