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On June 29, 2012, the Oregon Public Utility Commission (the "Commission")

opened this investigation to address a number of QF related controversies regarding

PURPA implementation and QF contracting. Pursuant to the procedural schedule

established in this proceeding, Oregon Department of Energy ("OOOE") appreciates· the

opportunity to file a response to disputed issues filed by intervening parties on October 3,

20]2.

At the outset, ODOE would like to commend the Commission Staff ("Staff") for

attelnpting to provide a holistic summary of all possible issues to be explored in this

docket through the submission of the Staff's Proposed Issue List on October 3,2012.

The underlying rationale of this response is to support the goals of the State of Oregon's

Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act ("PURPA") as stated in ORS 758.515:

"It is, therefore, the policy of the State of Oregon to:

(a) Increase the marketability of electric energy produced by qualifying facilities

located throughout the state for the benefit of Oregon's citizens; and
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(b) Create a settled and uniform institutional climate for the qualifying facilities in

Oregon."

A. Interconnection Process and Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) - Not

mutually exclusive.

Background: Issue List Item VII- Interconnection Process Issues

At the September 19, 2012 workshop, PacifiCorp and Portland General Electric

("PGE") questioned the necessity for the Issue List to include issues associated to

"Interconnection Process" and related requirements. Moreover, in their October 3, 2012

Issues List filing, PacifiCorp explicitly petitioned to "address issues related to the

interconnection process in a separate docket. "(pg.3) PacifiCorp further stated that, any

interconnection process is [(appropriately discrete from the power purchase contracting

process. " (pg. 3)

ODOE response: ODOE respectfully disagrees with the inherent presumption that any

interconnection process for a qualifying facility ("QF") is "exclusive" of the PPA and

related contracting and pricing issues. Any QF PPA contract, at a minimum, includes

details about the type of QF power, the terms of the contract for the power being

supplied, the price(s) at which the QF power will be purchased, and pre-supposes the

satisfactory implementation of any related interconnection steps. If the current docket

was established to deal with all generic issues pertaining to qualifying facilities in regards

to contracts and pricing, such issues do include and call for interconnection requirements

to be met and approved by both parties - the QF power providing entity and the

purchasing utility (or entity). It is therefore not possible to investigate issues involving

avoided costs, pricing and contract terms to the exclusion of matters involving

interconnection that impact or influence a final and legally binding PPA. PacifiCorp and

PGE's concerns about a distinct set of utility representatives needing to be engaged in
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this docket to handle a myriad of issues seems to be more of a logistical challenge and is

not consistent with the intended goals of this docket. It is also a known fact that any QF

project owner has to engage with a "wide range" of a QF power purchasing utility's

regulatory, financial and other related divisions' simultaneously to develop an executable

and legal PPA, and cannot self-select which divisions of a utility to engage with.

ODOE's disagreement is further reinforced by the fact that the current QF programs) of

the Oregon utilities' call for any QF PPA to include "interconnection milestones" to be

met as part of executing any legally enforceable PPA.

In conclusion, ODOE respectfully requests the Commission include the Section

VII Interconnection Process issues from Staffs Proposed Issue List filed on October 3,

2012.

DATED this 10th day of October, 2012.

Respectfully submitted,

ELLEN F. ROSENBLUM ,Hj;;ll5'
Attorney Gener 1 O~~

I L ~
Re ee M. rance, OSB #004472
Senior Assistant Attorney General
Natural Resources Section

J PacifiCorp: http://www.pacificoro.com/es/cg/cgfp.html. PGE:
http://www.portlandgeneral.com/our company/corporate info/regulatol)' documents/pdfs/schedules/sched

20 I.pdf; Idaho Power:
http://www.idahopower.com/AboutUs/RatesRegulatorv/Tariffs/tariffPDF.cfm?id=269 - )
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESPONSE TO PARTIES' COMMENTS TO OPUC STAFF

PROPOSED ISSUE LIST upon the persons named on the service list, a true and correct copy

by electronic mail only as all parties have waived paper service.

Oregon Dockets
Pacificorp, dba Pacific Power
825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000
Portland OR 97232
oregondockets@pacificorp.com

RNP Dockets
Renewable Northwest Project
421 SW 6th Ave., Suite. ] 125
Portland OR 97204
dockets@mp.org

Stephanie S. Andrus
PUC Staff--Department of Justice
Business Activities Section
1162 Court St NE
Salem OR 97301-4096
stephanie. andrus@state. or.us

Randy Dahlgren
Portland General Electric
121 SW Salmon St. - 1WTC0702
Portland OR 97204
pge.opuc.filings@pgn.com

Melinda J. Davison
Davison Van Cleve PC
333 SW Taylor - Suite 400
Portland OR 97204
mjd@dvc1aw.com; mail@dvclaw.com

Bill Eddie
One Energy Renewables
206 NE 28th Ave
Portland OR 97232
bill@oneenergyrenewables.com

Diane Henkels
Attorney at Law
6228 SW Hood
Portland OR 97239
dhenkels@actionnet.net

Regulatory Dockets
Idaho Power Company
PO Box 70
Boise ID 83707-0070
dockets@idahopower.com

Gregory M. Adams
Richardson & O'Leary
PO Box 7218
Boise ID 83702
greg@richardsonandoleary.com

Adam Bless
Public Utility Commission of Oregon
PO Box 2148
Salem OR 97308
adam.bless@state.or.us

R. Bryce Dalley
Pacific Power
825 NE Multnomah St., Suite 2000
Portland OR 97232
bryce. dalley@pacificorp,com

Megan Walseth Decker
Renewable Northwest Project
421 SW 6th Ave #1125
Portland OR 97204-1629
megan@mp.org

J. Richard George
Portland General Electric Company
121 SW Salmon St lWTC1301
Portland OR 97204
richard .george@pgn.com

Matt Krumenauer
Oregon Department of Energy
625 Marion St NE
Salem OR 97301
matt.krumenauer@state.or.us
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John Lowe
Renewable Energy Coalition
12050 SW Tremont 8t
Portland OR 97225-5430
jravenesarunarcos@yahoo.com

Thomas H. Nelson
PO Box 1211
Welches OR 97067-121]
nelson@thnelson.com

Mark Pete Pengilly
Oregonians for Renewable Energy Policy
PO Box 10221
Portland OR 97296
mpengi1ly@gmail.com

Peter 1. Richardson
Richardson & O'Leary PLLC
PO Box 7218
Boise ID 83707
peter@richardsonandoleary.com

Vijay A. Satyal
Oregon Department of Energy
625 Marion St NE
Salem OR 97301
vij ay. a. satyal@state.or.us

John W. Stephens
Esler Stephens & Buckley
888 SW Fifth Ave Suite 700
Portland OR 97204-2021
stephens@eslerstephens.com;
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Donovan E. Walker
Idaho Power Company
PO Box 70
Boise TD 83707-0070
dwalker@idahopower.com

Glenn Montgomery
Oregon Solar Energy Industries Association
PO Box 14927
Portland OR 97293
glenn@oseia.org

Kathleen Newman
Oregonians for Renewable Energy Policy
1553 NE Greensword Dr.
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k.a.newman@frontier.com

Lisa F. Rackner
McDowell Rackner & Gibson PC
419 SW 11th Ave., Suite 400
Portland OR 97205
dockets@mcd-Iaw.com
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Davison Van Cleve
333 SW Taylor - Suite 400
Portland OR 97204
ias@ctvclaw.com

Donald W. Schoenbeck
Regulatory & Cogeneration Services Inc.
900 Washington St., Suite 780
Vancouver WA 98660-3455
dws@r-c-s-inc.com

S. Bradley Van Cleve
Davison Van Cleve PC
333 SW Taylor - Suite 400
Portland OR 97204
bvc@dvcJaw.com
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