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May 12, 2025 
 
Thatcher Gordon 
Oregon Public Utility Commission 
201 High St. SE, Suite 100 
Salem, OR 97301 
 

RE: UM2111 Interconnection Modernization – Risk of Islanding Mitigations 

 
Dear Oregon PUC, 
 
I was unable to attend the May 7 workshop due to a scheduling conflict, but I would like to submit comments 
regarding Direct Transfer Trip (DTT) in Oregon and the broader issue of unintentional islanding that 
necessitates DTT. 
 
The Interstate Renewable Energy Council (IREC) demonstrated in an earlier workshop that our experience 
with Distributed Energy Resources (DER) has shown islanding to be an exceedingly rare phenomenon. It is 
difficult to determine whether this hazard is so infinitesimally small as to be statistically negligible. However, 
most industry professionals recognize that the practical impact of anti-islanding mitigation far exceeds that 
of the actual hazard. 
 
Oregon circuits are effectively being closed off to new DER installations due to islanding concerns, a 
situation that will only worsen over time. The risk premium that developers face is passed on to customers 
through significantly higher costs. The current situation is not sustainable in the long term. 
 
The rudimentary minimum daytime load calculations currently used to trigger mitigations clearly do not align 
with the impact on the industry. Without a definitive solution—which may remain elusive—utilities should 
be required to employ the most advanced, scientifically-validated methods to determine islanding risk. 
Studies need to evolve into something fully transparent, reproducible, and based on probabilistic likelihood. 
Utilities should analyze reactive power match as the primary indicator of whether island formation is 
possible, in accordance with current best practices. New tools such as EPRI's Islanding Probability Risk 
Assessment should be utilized to contextualize the hazard and provide enhanced rigor. Analysis methods 
should incorporate the specific practical conditions necessary for islanding (i.e., islands cannot form in the 
context of a fault). I would support a process that establishes regulatory language around the required 
studies, as well as a reporting system that allows the PUC (and the public) to track the barriers posed by 
islanding mitigations in a manner that does not create undue compliance requirements for utilities. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Adam Morse, P.E. 
Vice President of Engineering 
ProtoGen, Inc. 
206.790.1365 
A.Morse@ProtoGen.com 
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