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October 24, 2025 

 

Oregon Public Utilities Commission 

201 High Street SE, Suite 100 

Salem, Oregon 97301-3398 

 

Subject: Lack of Accountability for Solar Program Costs 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

I write today out of frustration but not in support of any specific docket or client. I write in an 

attempt to move the needle of accountability. In brief, electric utilities are given a blank check 

when it comes to the costs they can pass along to entities connecting to the grid. The rules allow 

them to recover all applicable and necessary expenses. As a result, they have absolutely no 

incentive to accurately estimate the costs of interconnection. I have seen over and again how the 

estimated costs reported in Feasibility Study reports, System Impact Study reports, Facilities 

Study reports, and quoted in Interconnection Agreements, are far lower than the amount they 

eventually invoice the project.  

 

If this was any commercial business, the business would provide a quote and would have to 

explain and negotiate any fee increase. Electric utilities are given an exemption from such 

reasonable practices. 

 

I do not expect the OPUC to change the laws or rules, the utilities have every incentive to make 

sure that does not happen. But I would like to see a requirement for a publicly accessible 

anonymous report that tracks the costs estimated by electric utilities for solar interconnections 

in Oregon. The report would list county, size of project, the dates of the various reports, and the 

cost estimate quoted in each report, and then it would list the actual final cost the utility 

invoiced the project. There needs to be some transparency and accountability. Developers need 

to know how likely it is that the costs they will be billed will be far above the utility estimates. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Michael Beanland, P.E. 


