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Re:   AR 659 – Interconnection Phase 1 Rules 
UM 2111 – Staff Investigation Into Interconnection Process and Policies   

 
Dear Filing Center: 

 
Idaho Power Company (“Idaho Power” or “Company”) submits this letter in response to 

the March 5, 2026, Docket Schedule Announcement issued by Public Utility Commission of 
Oregon (“Commission”) Staff (“Staff”) in the above-referenced dockets regarding the annual utility 
interconnection handbook review process. Specifically, through Order No. 24-068 the 
Commission adopted amendments to Oregon Administrative Rules (“OAR”) Chapter 860, 
Divisions 39 and 82, and directed Staff to initiate an annual process to review utility 
interconnection handbooks and determine whether process updates are warranted. Staff’s March 
5, 2026, announcement proposes a procedural schedule for this process and requests that utilities 
release draft interconnection handbook amendments by March 30, 2026. Following utilities’ 
submission of these draft amendments, a workshop will be held and stakeholders will have an 
opportunity to submit comments for consideration prior to utilities releasing their final 
interconnection handbook amendments. 

 

Oregon Small Generator Technical Handbook Review 

Idaho Power has reviewed the stakeholder feedback circulated by Staff in conjunction with 
the Company’s currently effective Oregon Small Generator Technical Requirements Handbook, 
which Idaho Power last updated in 2024, and offers the following conclusions:  

 

Division 39 Net Metering Rules 

Through Commission Order No. 24‑296, the Company received a permanent waiver from 
most provisions of Division 39’s net metering rules. In reviewing stakeholder feedback, the 
Company determined that all such feedback pertains to net metering interconnection 
requirements for which the Company has a permanent waiver. Accordingly, no updates to the 
Company’s interconnection handbook are required in connection to stakeholder feedback 
contemplating Division 39-related items. 
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Division 82 Small Generator Interconnection Rules 

With respect to the small generator interconnection rules in Division 82, Idaho Power has 
confirmed that its existing handbook remains current and consistent with the Commission’s 
guidance, including the amendments adopted in Order No. 24-068. The Company’s handbook 
was intentionally scoped to address the technical requirements that must be included under OAR 
860-082-0030 and 860-082-0033. As such, the Company’s handbook continues to accurately 
reflect Idaho Power’s interconnection practices for small generator distributed energy resources 
in its Oregon service area.  
 

Conclusion 

Because Idaho Power has determined that no revisions to its utility interconnection 
handbook are necessary at this time, the Company does not intend to submit draft amendments 
as part of the March 2026 review process. However, Idaho Power looks forward to participating 
in subsequent discussions with Staff and other stakeholders on this subject and will update its 
interconnection handbook should any future rule changes or other developments necessitate 
doing so.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

  

 

Connie Aschenbrenner 

CA:cd 
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