
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
May 11, 2026 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attn: Filing Center 
201 High St. SE, Suite 100 
Post Office Box 1088 
Salem, Oregon 97308-1088 
 
Re: UW 209 – In the Matter of Salmon Valley Water Company, Sunstone Water, LLC; 

Lakeshore Water Company, LLC; Seavey Loop Water Company, LLC; and South Coast 
Water Company, LLC, Request for a General Rate Revision – Notice of Objection to 
Qualification of Zachary Bendt to Access Confidential Information under Appendix C of 
the GPO  

 
NW Natural Water Company, LLC (“NWN Water” or the “Company”) hereby files notice of its 
objection to Zachary Bendt’s qualification to access confidential information in this proceeding under 
Appendix C of General Protective Order No. 23-132 (“GPO”) on behalf of Salmon Valley Water 
Company, Sunstone Water, LLC, Lakeshore Water Company, LLC, Seavey Loop Water Company, 
LLC, and South Coast Water Company, LLC (the “Consolidated Sunstone Utilities”). 
 
Please address correspondence on this matter as follows: 
 
Matt Rowell  
Senior Manager of Water Rates and 
Regulatory Affairs  
NW Natural 
250 SW Taylor St.   
Portland, Oregon 97204  
Telephone: 971.500.0096  
matt.rowell@nwnatural.com 

Adam Triplett 
Senior Regulatory Attorney 
(TPN# T26013012) 
NW Natural 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: 503.610.7355 
adam.triplett@nwnatural.com 

eFiling 
Rates & Regulatory Affairs 
NW Natural 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, OR 97204 
Telephone: 503.610.7330 
eFiling@nwnatural.com 

 
Sincerely, 
 
NW Natural Water Company, LLC 
 
/s/ Adam Triplett 
 
Adam Triplett 
Senior Regulatory Attorney (TPN# T26013012) 

Enclosure 

mailto:adam.triplett@nwnatural.com
mailto:eFiling@nwnatural.com
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF OREGON 

 
UW 209 

 
In the Matter of  
 
Salmon Valley Water Company, Sunstone 
Water, LLC, Lakeshore Water Company, 
LLC, Seavey Loop Water Company, LLC, 
and South Coast Water Company, LLC  
 
Request for a General Rate Revision 

 

 
 

NOTICE OF OBJECTION TO 
QUALIFICATION OF ZACHARY 

BENDT TO ACCESS 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

UNDER APPENDIX C OF 
GENERAL PROTECTIVE 

ORDER NO. 23-132 
 

 

Under paragraph 13 of General Protective Order No. 23-132 (“GPO”) NW Natural Water 1 

Company, LLC, on behalf of Salmon Valley Water Company, Sunstone Water, LLC, Lakeshore 2 

Water Company, LLC, Seavey Loop Water Company, LLC, and South Coast Water Company, 3 

LLC (the “Consolidated Sunstone Utilities”), hereby provides notice of their objection to 4 

designation of Zachary Bendt under Appendix C of the GPO as a Qualified Person with access to 5 

Protected Information in this proceeding.  This notice is timely given within the five business days 6 

required under the GPO. 7 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 8 

On May 4, 2026, David Glennie, an authorized intervenor in this proceeding, submitted a 9 

letter to the Oregon Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) requesting that Zachary Bendt be 10 

designated as his authorized representative with the same level of access granted to Mr. Glennie.  11 

Attached to the letter was a copy of an Appendix C to the GPO identifying David Glennie as the 12 

associated party and listing Mr. Bendt’s employer as Glennie Property Investments, Inc. and his 13 

job title as “Accounting Manager.”  Ostensibly, Mr. Bendt bases his request to become a Qualified 14 

Person with access to Protected Information under Appendix C on his purported status as an 15 

“Authorized Representative” of David Glennie.  16 
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GROUNDS FOR OBJECTION 1 

I. Even assuming Glennie Property Investments, Inc. is affiliated with David 2 
Glennie, the record does not establish that Mr. Bendt is “authorized to represent” 3 
Mr. Glennie in this proceeding within the meaning of OAR 860-001-0010(2). 4 

 
Under OAR 860-001-0310(2), parties to contested cases before the Commission may be  5 

represented by a non-attorney “Authorized Representative.” Oregon Administrative Rule 860-001-6 

0010(2) defines “Authorized Representative” as: 7 

a member of a partnership; an authorized officer or regular employee of a 8 
corporation, association, or organized group; an officer or regular employee of an 9 
organization affiliated with the party if the officer or employee is authorized to 10 
represent the party; or an authorized officer or employee of a governmental 11 
authority. 12 

   
The rule imposes two distinct requirements for Mr. Bendt to serve as Mr. Glennie’s Authorized 13 

Representative as an employee of an affiliated organization.  First, Mr. Bendt must be an officer 14 

or employee of an organization affiliated with Mr. Glennie.  Second, Mr. Bendt must be 15 

“authorized to represent” Mr. Glennie.  Being “authorized to represent” a party in contested 16 

Commission proceedings denotes more than a general grant of business authority, it contemplates 17 

the authority to act on the party’s behalf in a representative capacity in the proceeding itself.  The 18 

other categories of potential authorized representatives under OAR 860-001-0010(2) all describe 19 

persons whose representative authority flows from their formal role or status.  The affiliated-20 

organization category mirrors this structure.  It requires not merely employment at an affiliated 21 

entity, but a specific authorization to represent the party in the proceeding.  22 

 Mr. Bendt’s Appendix C identifies his job title as “Accounting Manager.”  Nothing in the 23 

record establishes that an accounting manager at an investment company holds the kind of 24 

representative authority that the rule requires.  Mr. Glennie’s letter requests that Mr. Bendt be 25 

granted access to Protected Information in this proceeding at “the same level of access granted to” 26 
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Mr. Glennie, but a request for equivalent access is not the same as a formal conferral of authority 1 

to represent Mr. Glennie in this contested case.  The Commission’s rules contemplate a meaningful 2 

threshold, not one satisfied by an informal letter seeking to extend access privileges to a business 3 

associate. 4 

II. Mr. Glennie’s request cannot substitute for the showing OAR 860-001-0010(2) 5 
requires. 6 
 7 

Oregon Administrative Rule 860-001-0010(2) sets the outer boundary of who may serve 8 

as an Authorized Representative in Commission proceedings, and a party’s willingness to 9 

designate someone does not expand that boundary.  The rule requires that the person be “authorized 10 

to represent the party,” a showing that must be grounded in the person’s actual role and authority, 11 

not merely in the party’s wish to share access.  Mr. Glennie’s letter demonstrates his desire to have 12 

Mr. Bendt receive Protected Information, but it does not demonstrate that Mr. Bendt holds the 13 

representative authority the rule requires.   14 

Granting access to Mr. Bendt without a clear showing that he is authorized to represent Mr. 15 

Glennie in this proceeding, not merely to assist with accounting or business matters, would stretch 16 

the Appendix C framework beyond its intended purpose.  Accordingly, because the record does 17 

not establish that Mr. Bendt is authorized to represent Mr. Glennie in this contested proceeding 18 

within the meaning of OAR 860-001-0010(2), he should not be granted access to Protected 19 

Information. 20 
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Respectfully submitted this 11th day of May 2026.  1 

NW NATURAL WATER COMPANY, LLC 2 

/s/Adam Triplett 3 
Adam Triplett 4 
Senior Regulatory Attorney (TPN# T26013012) 5 
NW Natural 6 
250 SW Taylor Street 7 
Portland, Oregon 97204 8 
Telephone: 503.610.7355 9 
adam.triplett@nwnatural.com 10 

mailto:adam.triplett@nwnatural.com

