BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
OF OREGON
PCN 8
In the Matter of
PACIFICORP, dba PACIFIC POWER STAFF’S PROPOSED SCHEDULE

Petition for Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity.
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Staff of the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (“Staff”) submits this proposed

10
schedule pursuant to the memorandum of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Mellgren on April 1,
11
2025.
12
Legal Standard:
13
The applicable statute and rules do not contain a time limit for the Commission to act.
14
ORS 758.015, OAR 960-025-0030 to -0040. Staff looked for other guidance on the schedule and
15
found the following:
16
¢ Inthe Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) rulemaking in
17
2022, AR 626, PGE requested the rules contain a 180 day time limit. The
18
Administrative Hearings Division (AHD) did not include a time limit
19
recommendation for the Commission. No time limit was included in the final
20
rules.
21
e Earlier filings in AR 626 show the draft rules contained language describing how
22
the Commission has authority to hold a petition in abeyance when an application
23
is incomplete, and the Commission will act timely act on a petition once the
24
application is complete. Again, this language was deleted.
25
e The Commission does not have specific standards on when it will hold a case in
26

abeyance, or what it considers timely action. Staff found Oregon court opinions
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1 that describe a court or agency holding a proceeding in abeyance when the
2 outcome of another proceeding may affect the outcome of the case. Staff also
3 found guidance in the PCN 5 order where the Commission stated:
4 “We have an obligation to respond to petitions in a timely manner and we are
5 committed to doing so here. The parties have had a full and fair opportunity to
6 present testimony and exhibits to us regarding Idaho Power's petition over the
7 course of nine months and we decline to delay the proceedings.” In re Idaho
8 Power Co., Petition for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, PCN 5,
9 Order No. 23-225 (June 29, 2023).
10 Staff’s Goals
11 Staff seeks a 12 month schedule because Staff’s experience in past PCN dockets is that
12 landowners need ample time to engage in the Commission’s CPCN process. With time and
13 engagement, landowners or other interested individuals are able to evaluate the process to
14 intervene and make the required filing. This communication and work takes time, and Staff
15 seeks to establish a schedule that includes sufficient time to meet this goal.
16 In addition, Staff has a technical expert that is unavailable for cross-examination hearing
17  during the month of November 2025. The opportunity for hearing is required by the CPCN
18 statute, ORS 758.015 (“The commission shall give notice and hold a public hearing on such
19 petition.”). Staff requests a procedural schedule that accommodates its witnesses’ availability.
20 Lastly, Staff’s initial review of PacifiCorp’s filing showed that the company received a
21 Land Use Compatibility Statement (LUCS) in December 2024, yet did not file the Petition until
22 March 11, 2025. Perhaps the Company needed those three months to prepare its Petition which
23 includes testimony and exhibits. Just as the Company needed time to create these documents,
24  Staff and landowners need time to review materials, create documents, and meaningfully
25 participate in the process.
26
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1 Staff’s Requested Schedule
2 In light of the flexible legal standard and Staff’s goals, Staff requests the following
3 schedule. Staff conferred with PacifiCorp and did not reach agreement on the hearing date or the
4 proposed order date. Staff is amenable to changing particular dates.
PCN Publicly DEVA Proposed Reason
B Scheduled Event from Date
Filing
6 PCN Petition and 0 3/11/2025
7 Testimonies Filed
PHC to determine 32 4/11/2025
8 Schedule
Public Comment 122 7/10/2025 | 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM | Per ALJ for PCN 8
9 Hearing 1 in Medford
Public Comment 136 7/24/2025 | 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM | PCN 6 was 7 days
10 Hearing 2 via Zoom
File Opening Testimony 177 8/21/2025 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 30 days
11 PAC Reply Testimony 210 10/2/2025 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 42 days
12 | Staff Rebuttal 238 10/30/2025 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 26 days
Testimony
13 | PAC Surrebuttal 259 11/20/2025 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 21 days
Testimony
14 | Staff Exhibits, Witness 271 12/1/2025 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 14 days

List and Cross Exam
15 Statement

Evidentiary Hearing 282 12/10/2025 9:30 AM | Per Staff’s availability
16 | pay1
Evidentiary Hearing 283 12/11/2025 9:30 AM | Per Staff’s availability
17 Day 2
18 Opening Brief 293 1/7/2026 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 20 days
Closing Brief 316 1/21/2026 3:00 PM | PCN 6 was 14 days
19 Oral Argument 324 2/5/2026 9:30 AM | PCN 6 was 7 days
Target Date for 372 3/18/2026 Per ALJ for PCN 8
20 Commission Decision
21 DATED this 10th day of April 2025.

99 Respectfully submitted,
DAN RAYFIELD
Attorney General

23
24 /sl Sarah S. Rowe
o5 Sarah S. Rowe, OSB No. 075001
Assistant Attorney General
26 Of Attorneys for Staff of the Public Utility

Commission of Oregon
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