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Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN)

• Used as evidence in court to 
show that the transmission 
line is a public use and 
necessary for public 
convenience

• Does not:
• Condemn land
• Set compensation 

amount for land



Procedural Schedule
• July 22, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. – Public Comment Hearing (Zoom)

• July 24, 2025 – Requested public comment deadline

• July 31, 2025 – Requested petition to intervene deadline

• Parties begin filing testimony by August 11, 2025

• See procedural schedule for other deadlines, including deadlines for testimony and briefing, and 
dates for hearing, and oral argument.



Intervention – Party Status
• Participate in the case as a party

• Responsibility to comply with Commission rules and abide by the procedural 
schedule

• Can cross-examine witnesses, file testimony and evidence

• Must file petition to intervene

• Contact PUC Administrative Hearings Division
• puc.hearings@puc.oregon.gov or (503) 378-6678

• Petition form available on PUC website: oregon.gov/puc
• Search “Petition to Intervene”

mailto:puc.hearings@puc.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/puc/Pages/default.aspx


How to Comment

• Requested deadline: July 24, 2025 

• Submit via:
• Commission website form (no attachments): 

https://apps.puc.state.or.us/DocketPublicComment

• Phone: (503) 378-6600 or (800) 522-2404 
• Email (attachments accepted) to 

puc.publiccomments@puc.oregon.gov 
• U.S. Mail: Oregon Public Utility Commission, Attn: AHD –

PCN 8, P.O. Box 1088, Salem, OR 97308-1088

https://apps.puc.state.or.us/DocketPublicComment


HB 3681
• June 2025: Governor Kotek signed HB 3681 into law

• Takes effect January 1, 2026

• In the middle of the procedural schedule for this docket

• Applies to the Commission’s decision in this docket if the Commission makes a final decision 
after the effective date

• Changes the criteria the Commission uses to review and decide on the petition

• What this means for PCN 8 has not been resolved



Criteria for the Commission’s Decision

To determine if a proposed transmission line is a public use and 
necessary for public convenience the Commission considers “whether 
the proposed transmission line meets a need for increased 
transmission capacity and reliability in the electric grid.”

• The Commission will interpret this new standard for the first time in 
this proceeding.
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East & West Alternative Routes



Proposed Path
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Examples of PacifiCorp Transmission Structures



PUC’s Staff Role in PCN 8

• Participates as a party to the case, just like the utility and any intervenors

• Fully analyze Pacific Power’s (PacifiCorp) filing

• Review public comments and use to inform Staff’s investigation
• Include public comments in testimony so they are officially part of the record

• Request more information from the company

• Submit and defend written testimony

• Thoroughly review all testimony 

• Provide an independent assessment of the need and public interest

• Develop settlement positions



Conclusion

The Commission will base its decision on “whether the proposed transmission 
line meets a need for increased transmission capacity and reliability in the 
electric grid.”

• Public comments encouraged

• PUC Staff will be a party in this case, advocating on behalf of the public 
interest


