
 

 

 

Cole Souder, Staff Attorney 

10101 S. Terwilliger Boulevard 

Portland, Oregon 97219 

Phone: (503)768-6955  

E-Mail: csouder@lclark.edu  

 

 

July 15, 2025 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING TO: PUC.FilingCenter@puc.orgeon.gov 

 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

Attn: Filing Center 

201 High St. SE, Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

RE: UG 520: NW Natural’s Request for a General Rate Revision, Climate Solutions, Coalition 

of Communities of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and Oregon Environmental Council (“Coalition 

Intervenors”) Position Statement 

 

Dear Filing Center: 

 

Attached for filing, please find Coalition Intervenors' Position Statement in the above-referenced 

docket.  

 

Please feel free to reach out to me directly with any questions about this filing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Cole Souder 

Cole Souder 

OSB No. 243874 

Green Energy Institute at 

Lewis & Clark Law School 

10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd. 

Portland, OR 97219 

(503) 768-6955 

csouder@lclark.edu 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 1 

OF OREGON 2 

UG 520 3 

 

In the Matter of  

 

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY, 

dba NW NATURAL 

 

Request for General Rate Revision 

 

 

 

POSITION STATEMENT OF CLIMATE 

SOLUTIONS, COALITION OF 

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, VERDE, 

SIERRA CLUB, AND OREGON 

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

 

 4 

 Pursuant to Administrative Law Judge Spruce’s February 14, 2025, Memorandum, 5 

Climate Solutions, Coalition of Communities of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and Oregon 6 

Environmental Council (collectively “Coalition Intervenors”) hereby submits its Position 7 

Statement on select outstanding issues to be determined by the Commission. While the issues 8 

addressed herein represent Coalition Intervenors’ position in the proceeding thus far, Coalition 9 

Intervenors reserve the right to address other issues at the forthcoming hearing, in briefing, and 10 

in oral argument. 11 

1. Regulatory Asset for Plant Retired Due to Electrification 12 

a. Should the Commission find that electrification is in the public interest and direct 13 

NW Natural to remove plant that is retired due to electrification from its current 14 

depreciation account and place it in a regulatory asset where it will earn interest at 15 

the rate representing the time value of money? 16 

Coalition Intervenors’ Position: No position at this time.  17 

2. Analysis of Non-Pipeline Alternatives 18 



PAGE    – UG 520 – COALITION INTERVENORS POSITION STATEMENT  2 

a. Should NW Natural be required, as a condition for capital investment recovery in 1 

future proceedings, to analyze non-pipeline alternatives, such as targeted 2 

electrification and Thermal Energy Networks (“TENs”), to investments in 3 

distribution infrastructure? 4 

Coalition Intervenors’ Position: The Commission should require NW Natural to 5 

analyze non-pipeline alternatives, including targeted electrification and TENs, as a 6 

condition for capital investment recovery for investments in distribution 7 

infrastructure in future rate proceedings. 8 

3. Electrification and TENs Pilots 9 

a. Should NW Natural be required to propose at least one targeted electrification 10 

pilot and one TEN pilot that would allow the Company to decommission or avoid 11 

gas infrastructure? 12 

Coalition Intervenors’ Position: The Commission should require NW Natural to 13 

propose (i.e., study and, if appropriate, implement) at least one targeted 14 

electrification pilot and one TEN pilot that would allow the Company to 15 

decommission or avoid gas infrastructure. 16 

4. Oregon Low-Income Energy Efficiency (“OLIEE”) Program Funds for Electric 17 

Heat Pumps 18 

a. Should NW Natural be required to revise Schedule 320 to give eligible 19 

households the option to use OLIEE funds to replace red-tagged and non-20 

functioning furnaces with electric heat pumps?  21 

Coalition Intervenors’ Position: The Commission should require NW Natural to 22 

revise Schedule 320 to give eligible households, or a subset of eligible households, 23 
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the option to use OLIEE funds to replace red-tagged and non-functioning furnaces 1 

with electric heat pumps.  2 

 Wherefore, Coalition Intervenors respectfully submit this Position Statement on select 3 

outstanding issues to be determined by the Commission.  4 

 Dated this 15th day of July, 2025. 5 

Respectfully submitted, 6 

/s/ Cole Souder 7 

Cole Souder 8 

Carra Sahler 9 

Green Energy Institute at  10 

Lewis & Clark Law School 11 

10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd. 12 

Portland, OR, 97219 13 

csouder@lclark.edu 14 

sahler@lclark.edu 15 

(t) 503-768-6955 16 

Attorney for Coalition Intervenors 17 


