
UM 2005 
Distribution System

Planning 

December 15, 2020

1



Shared understanding of:

• Stakeholder comments on draft DSP Guidelines, and resulting 
revisions

• Outstanding issues and Staff recommendations

• Next steps in process
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Today’s Intended Outcomes
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DSP Guidelines Evolution

Utilities file Initial 
DSP Plans

(2021-22)

Stakeholders and 
Staff review, 

Commission issues 
acceptance (2022)

Staff facilitates 
Guidelines revision 

(2023)

Utilities file Second 
DSP Plans (2024)
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DSP Proposed Guidelines

Section

1. Process and Timing 4.5 Plan for Part 2 Development

2. Commission Action 5.1 Forecasting Load Growth, DER Adoption & EV Adoption

3. Scope 5.2 Grid Needs Identification

4.1 Baseline Data and System Assessment 5.3 Solution Identification

4.2 Hosting Capacity Analysis 5.4 Near Term Action Plan (2-4 years)

4.3 Community Engagement Plan 6. Overview of the Process

4.4 Long-Term Distribution System Plan (5-10 years)



• Substantive comments with constructive tone from 10 parties 

• 96 requests with Staff response:
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Stakeholder Comments and 
Guidelines Revisions

• Modify
• Implementation guidance
• Future consideration
• Already captured

• Result: improvements to 
Guidelines



1. Timing and Process

2. Community Engagement

3. Simplification and Clarification

4. Accelerating Forward Progress

5. Outstanding issues: 

 Inclusion of QF’s in DER definition

Other issues to be addressed
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Stakeholder Comments and 
Guidelines Revisions



• Stakeholder Feedback: Utilities requested that DSP follow IRP, 
concerns about transitioning from legacy practices to new 
practices. Stakeholders requested more time for meaningful 
community engagement in Plan review and pilot proposal 
development.

• Staff Response:

• Phased approach to initial DSP Plan filing for 2021-22
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DSP Plan Timing and Process
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Two Parts for the Initial Plan

Part 1 (by October 2021) Part 2 (by August 2022)

Baseline Data and System Assessment Forecasting of Load Growth, DER 
Adoption, and EV Adoption

Hosting Capacity Analysis Grid Needs Identification

Community Engagement Plan Solution Identification

Overarching Requirement –
Long-term Plan

Overarching Requirement –
Near-term Action Plan

Plan for Part 2 Development



• Stakeholder Feedback: More time, requirements and resources are 
necessary for community engagement during development of the 
Plan and pilot proposals.

• Staff Response:

• Phased approach to initial Plan filing for 2021-22 

• Increased minimum number of stakeholder meetings

• PUC may provide workshops and technical work group to support 
further discussion

• PUC may prepare non-technical educational materials on DSP
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Community Engagement



• Stakeholder Feedback: Various requests for clarification or 
simplification of some requirements.

• Staff Response: 

• Specified or removed baseline data requirements

• Simplified the hosting capacity analysis requirement

• Provided more prominent language on acceptance
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Simplification and Clarification



• Feedback: Ten years is too long to wait for future stages, expressing 
urgency of climate change.

• Staff Response: 

• Removed references to specific years for future stages of DSP

• Added language that future stages may be accelerated
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Accelerating Forward Progress



For revision today: Inclusion of QF’s in DER definition

To engage in the next year 

To explore after initial Plans, during Guidelines revision
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Outstanding Issues



• Stakeholder Feedback: Concern about the inclusion of Qualifying 
Facilities (QFs) in the revised definition of distributed energy 
resources (DERs) in the Guidelines.

• Staff Response:
• Staff proposes revising the definition of DERs:

For the purposes of these guidelines “distributed energy resource” includes 
distributed generation resources (either net metering or Qualifying Facilities), 
distributed energy storage, demand response, energy efficiency, and electric 
vehicles that are connected to the electric distribution power grid.
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For Revision: Inclusion of QF’s
in DER Definition



• Stakeholder Feedback: Requests for clarification or further discussion:

• Cybersecurity

• Usable and accessible data

• Community engagement metrics

• Cost recovery

• Staff Response: 

• 2021 workshops on these topics
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Issues to Engage During Next Year



• Stakeholder Feedback: Requests for clarification or further discussion:

• Regulatory reform

• Vision of distribution system

• Cadence of Plan submission

• Rural projects consideration

• Staff Response: Recognizing importance of these topics, recommend 
stakeholder discussions follow Plan filing. Lessons learned with inform 
stakeholder process for Guidelines revision
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To Explore After First Plans
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Select Next Steps Moving Ahead 

• Q1 and Q2 2021 – workshops on topics identified 
by stakeholders

• Q1 and Q2 2021 – technical working group

• Q3 2021 – Part 1 utility filings  
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Thank You!

Nick Sayen
Senior Utility Analyst
Energy Resources & Planning
Oregon Public Utility Commission
503-510-4355
nick.sayen@state.or.us

Sarah Hall
Resource and Programs Development Manager
Energy Resources & Planning
Oregon Public Utility Commission
971-273-9512
Sarah.L.Hall@state.or.us 


