
 
 
 
May 1, 2025 

UM 2111 Interconnection Modernization 

Phase 2 Scope 
 

This letter announces the scope for Phase 2 of Docket No. UM 2111. Staff has previously scheduled a 
workshop for May 7, 2025, to discuss scope and future process options. Options include more 
workshops to discuss the topics and any proposals or moving forward with an investigation/rule making.  
 
Staff believes the workshops held to date (Enforceable Timelines and DTT/Technical) have generated 
a list of priority issues to address interconnection delays in this phase. These issues fall into three 
categories: 
 

• Timeline expectations 
o Study timelines 
o Construction timelines  

• Remedies when expectations are not met 
o Financial consequences for timeline violations 

▪ Liquidated damages 
▪ Offsets or surcharges to applicant costs 

o Options to build, as in the FERC LGIP 

• Other readily available opportunities to mitigate interconnection delays  

o Utility/Applicant communication  
o Utility/Applicant meeting  

o Site visit requirements 
o Ombudsperson 

o Clarity on DTT upgrades  

o Interconnection timeline reporting requirements 

o Performance based ratemaking mechanisms 
 

For the study timelines, Staff will consider timelines associated with Feasibility, System Impact, and 

Facilities studies and seeks to solicit feedback on what stakeholders believe to be appropriate timelines 

for these studies. There is currently a 30-day timeline for Facilities Studies included in Division 39, but 

not included in Division 82. Staff believes that standardization of the requirements across the Divisions 

is preferable. 

 

Topics governing the interaction of utility and interconnection applicants have been discussed 

extensively in the workshops. Following these workshop discussions, Staff believes there are ways to 

improve communications and ultimately improve interconnection outcomes. However, it is less clear 

how prescriptive the requirements should be regarding communications, meetings between the parties, 

and site visits, but these should be addressed.  Staff is interested in stakeholder feedback on the 

optimal balance between flexibility and prescriptive requirements. 

 

For construction timelines, Staff is interested in what requirements should be established to improve the 

overall process and mitigate delays. Staff is interested in feedback on whether and how to implement 

construction milestones and transparency in the construction process in a productive manner. 
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Similarly, Staff is interested in the use of an ombudsperson to help settle interconnection disputes. Staff 

would like to understand stakeholders’ thoughts about the role of the ombudsperson, and if the process 

is a potential improvement over the current dispute resolution process.  

 
Finally, Staff hopes to close the DTT workstream. To do so, Staff is looking to see if there are options to 
ensure that DTT is used optimally, while avoiding unnecessary requirements that raise the costs to 
interconnect. Staff envisions the DTT workstream culminating in a requirement for a standardized form 
(based on findings from the three initial studies) to be filled out with each project. Staff welcomes 
feedback from stakeholders about what a satisfactory conclusion to this workstream should be.  
 
Staff plans to discuss the final scope for this phase at the May 7 workshop, as well as to gauge the 
potential to move forward with stakeholder proposals in another informal workshop prior to opening a 
new docket (contested or not, as appropriate). 
 
Following the feedback received at the May 7, 2025, workshop, Staff plans to develop a process 
proposal and launch the investigation portion, with a Staff straw proposal on the topics in scope. 
 
 
If you have questions about this investigation, or announcement, please contact:  

 
 
/s/ Ted Drennan 

Ted Drennan 
Utility Strategy & Integration Division 
503-580-6380 
ted.drennan@puc.oregon.gov 
 

Or 

 

/s/ Thatcher Gordon 

Thatcher Gordon 
Safety Reliability & Security Division 
503-559-6481 
thatcher.gordon@puc.oregon.gov 
 
 

To receive meeting notices and agendas for this docket, send an email to puc.hearings@puc.oregon.gov, and ask 

to be added to the service list for Docket No. UM 2111. You will then receive emails with workshop details, when 

new documents have been added to the docket, or there is a change to the schedule 

mailto:ted.drennan@puc.oregon.gov
mailto:thatcher.gordon@puc.oregon.gov
mailto:puc.hearings@puc.oregon.gov

