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AGENDA 



Idaho Power Wildfire Mitigation Plan 
Appendix D: 2025 Oregon Wildfire Requirements 
and Recommendations

On December 31, 2024, Idaho Power filed a comprehensive      
2025 Wildfire Mitigation Plan which includes all key plan 
elements for the 2025 calendar year.

Appendix D of the 2025 WMP includes: 

• Regulatory Compliance Index that maps Oregon Wildfire 
Mitigation Plan rules to sections in Idaho Power’s 2025 
WMP.

• Comprehensive responses to recommendations from 
OPUC Staff in UM 2209 and UM 2340 and approved by 
the OPUC in Order Nos. 24-231 and 24-326, respectively. 

• Responses to Joint Utility Recommendations from Order 
24-326.



APPROXIMATELY 20,000 
CUSTOMERS IN OREGON 
640,000 Customers across Idaho 
Power's service area

24,000 SQUARE-
MILE SERVICE AREA



2024 Wildfires Affecting Idaho Power’s System

OREGON SERVICE AREA 

Metric 2024 30-year average
% difference 

between 2024 and 
Avg. 

# of wildfires 86 83 104%

Acres Burned 882,091 488,959 180%

IDAHO POWER'S FULL SERVICE AREA (IDAHO & OREGON) 

Metric 2024 30-year average
% difference 

between 2024 and 
Avg. 

# of wildfires 252 235 107%
Acres Burned 1,509,455 860,275 175%

Fire Perimeters as of 12/1/2024  

Durkee Fire (Lightning Caused) 



• 46 outages due to wildfire (for safety or at 
the request of a fire agency) 

– 23 outages affecting customers

– 23 transmission outages that did not affect 
customers 

• Stood up emergency operations to 
monitor fire behavior and movement

• Hired firefighting contractors to  protect 
Idaho Power infrastructure and crews 

2024 Wildfires Affecting Idaho 
Power’s System



2024: Idaho Power PSPS event in Idaho 

• Idaho Power's Meteorology team tracked incoming wide-
spread high wind event on days leading up to July 24th 

• The company managed numerous ongoing wildfires across 
eastern Oregon and western Idaho 



• On the morning of July 24, 53 zones 
were in scope for PSPS with 44,000 
customers in Idaho and Oregon 

• Enabled Mode 2 EPS in each wildfire 
risk zone (WRZ) in scope

• July 24th outages 
– 8,845 customers – Idaho only (PSPS) 

– 334 customers – Oregon (Mode 2) 

2024: Idaho Power PSPS event in 
Idaho 



Lessons Learned from 2024 Season

• Continue installation of weather stations

– More wind data

– Less reliance on field observers 

• Continue installation of sectionalizing devices

– Decrease the impact on customers outside of WRZs

– Continue adding remote communication to devices (SCADA)

• Customer communication 

– Explore tools to better coordinate pre- and post-outage messages 

– Improve templates to better explain how outages can be storm-related 
prior to PSPS



2025 Initiatives and Targets



2025 Wildfire Risk Zones
• No changes were made to wildfire risk 

zones in Oregon for 2025

• Ten WRZs in Idaho Power’s Oregon 
service area

• 80 miles of overhead distribution in 
WRZs

• 16 miles of transmission in WRZs

• Eastern Oregon communities with 
WRZs include: 
o Juntura
o Jordan Valley
o Unity
o Vale
o Halfway

Idaho Power’s Wildfire Risk Zones can be searched by City or address 
on our website at Idahopower.com/wildfire



Core Mitigation Initiatives

• Vegetation Management

• Asset Inspections

• Overhead Circuit Hardening

• Situational Awareness



2025 Mitigation Targets: Oregon

Initiative Activity 2024 Oregon Target 2024 Oregon Actuals 2025 Oregon Target

design in 2024

 implement in 2025

Fire Resistant Wrap
Transmission Mesh 

Wrap 
68 poles 90 poles 56 poles 

Feeder Segmentation
Installation or 

relocation of automatic 

reclosing devices

7 devices 9 devices 3 devices 

Weather Station 

Installation

1 station 1 station 5 stations

Wildfire detection 

cameras

evaluate 
evaluated, site selected 

for 2025 
1 camera 

2025 Mitigation Targets 

System Hardening
Distribution System 

Hardening
5 miles

4 miles of designed & 

implemented (ahead of 

schedule)

Situational 

Awareness



2025 Mitigation Targets: Asset Inspections

• Ignition Prevention Inspections

• 341 transmission structures

• 1,780 distribution poles  

• Infrared Thermography 

• 341 transmission structures

• 1,000 distribution poles 

• Other Routine Inspections 

• Detailed visual inspections (10-year)

• Groundline pole inspection and treat (10-year)

•  Technology

• Aerial inspection pilot  

• Beyond visual line of sight waiver for drones



2025 Mitigation Targets: Vegetation Management 

• Transition to 3-year Pruning Cycle

• 37 circuits

• Enhanced Vegetation Management 

• Annual inspections – 13 circuits

• Mid-cycle patrols

• Hazard trees identified and mitigated

• Audits of all pruning activities in 
wildfire risk zones – 100%



Pilot Project Update

• Line Monitors
– Fault detection and locating

– Advanced anomaly detection

• Covered Conductor
– Completed 1-mile installation in Idaho 

– Completing design standards, training plan, and 
work practices for rubber gloving

• Wildfire Detection Cameras
– Completed 5 installations in Idaho 

– Developing plans with the Oregon Wildfire 
Detection Interoperability Committee 

– Targeting 1 installation in Oregon in 2025  

• Fuel Reduction/Shared Stewardship 



Enhanced Protection Settings (EPS) 
Continuing two mode settings in 2025 for 
devices that protect WRZs

• Mode 1: Seasonal change, reclose off

• Mode 2: Decreased time delay on higher 
fire potential days



Risk Modeling Quantification 

• In 2024, Idaho Power began integrating 
Technosylva Wildfire Analyst Enterprise (WFA-
E) software into the company’s wildfire risk 
identification and quantification. 

• Integration will continue through the first half 
of 2025, with operational testing during the 
2025 wildfire season. 

• Key benefits: 

• Risk modeling uses current and 
forecasted weather, every 3-hours

• Impact and consequence analysis 

• On-demand fire spread simulations 



Ignition Tracking 

• Developing program to create 
and measure metrics for 
ignitions

• Standing up a dedicated team 
to evaluate patterns 

• Goal of developing prevention 
strategies based on lessons

• Monitor progress over time

Idaho Power WMP Risk Management Framework



Outreach and Communications 



Outreach and Communication 
Objectives 
• Idaho Power’s commitment to safety

• Customers are aware of Idaho Power’s wildfire mitigation 
efforts 

• Customers are informed of PSPS considerations 
and impacts

• Idaho Power supports customer preparations for wildfire 
season,  including emergency and outage preparation 
tips and checklists

• Customers can find outage information

• Customers understand the importance of updating 
contact information



Core Approaches 
• Website, email, social media, digital 

ads, newsletters, flyers, radio ads

• Virtual meetings (English and 
Spanish)

• In-person events — In partnership 
with local agencies, we conduct 
public education regional outage 
preparedness events. 
o Hold at least one meeting in 

each county we serve
o Format is adjusted to fit the 

community (presentation, open 
house format, etc.)



Core Approaches (cont.)
• Collaborate with state, county, and city 

emergency managers to develop joint 
community outreach and response plans 

• Meet with county and city public safety 
partners before each fire season to review 
PSPS plans

• Present the Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP) 
and Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) plan 
to each active Local Emergency Planning 
Committee in our service area

• Share outage preparation information with 
all critical facilities – mail, email, verbal 
contact to select facilities to convey this 
information and update emergency contact 
details as needed



Examples from 2024 Newsletter

Flyer

Social

Digital Ad



Community Survey & Customer Feedback 
➢ In 2024 Idaho Power sent a customer survey seeking feedback on a variety of topics including 

perceptions of risk and support for mitigation measures. 

➢ These surveys help inform outreach efforts.

➢ Compared survey results to our 2023 survey. High-level takeaways included: 



Wildfire Season Preparations 



• WMP trainings for employees and contractors

• Vehicle audits 

• Pre-season patrols

• Scheduling outreach and public engagement 
activities with Public Safety Partner feedback 

• Enhanced protection settings preparation 

• Ignition tracking processes

• RSE development/workshops 

• Wildfire encroachment processes review 

• PSPS tabletop exercise 

• Atmospheric Science preparations 

• Wildfire team expansion and training

2025 Readiness Initiatives 



Learn More and Access our 
2025 Wildfire Mitigation Plan

idahopower.com/wildfire 

THANK YOU 
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