
 

January 24, 2022 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attn: Filing Center 
201 High Street SE, Suite 100 
Salem, OR 973081-3398 
 
Re: UG 435 – NW Natural’s Request for a General Rate Revision 

Petition for a Partial Waiver of OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) 
 

Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (NW Natural or Company), hereby files 
a petition for a partial waiver of OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) for the above-referenced docket. 
 
Correspondence relating to this filing should be directed to: 
 

Eric Nelsen  
NW Natural 
Senior Regulatory Attorney, OSB #192566 
250 SW Taylor Street  
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Phone: (503) 610-7618 
eric.nelsen@nwnatural.com 
eFiling@nwnatural.com 

 

 
Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Natasha Siores 
 
Natasha Siores 
Manager, Regulatory Compliance 
 
Attachments  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eric.nelsen@nwnatural.com
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

OF OREGON 

UG 435 

In the Matter of 
 
NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 
COMPANY dba NW NATURAL 
 
Petition for a Partial Waiver of  
OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) 
 

 
 

PETITION OF NORTHWEST 
NATURAL GAS COMPANY  

dba NW NATURAL 

 
 Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (NW Natural or Company), 1 

files this petition under the provisions of ORS 756.040 and in accordance with OAR 2 

860-022-0000 and OAR 860-022-0017(6).  NW Natural petitions the Public Utility 3 

Commission of Oregon (Commission) for a partial waiver of OAR 860-022-4 

0017(2)(a), which requires that newspaper display announcements of utility tariff 5 

changes must be “not less than a three column standard advertising unit (SAU) by 6 

ten-inch advertisement, at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the 7 

communities served” by the utility.  NW Natural respectfully requests waiver of this 8 

rule relating to the Company’s customer notice regarding the general rate revision in 9 

this docket that was published in The Oregonian newspaper on December 31, 2021.  10 

Good cause exists to grant the Company’s petition. 11 

I. BACKGROUND 12 

In general, OAR 860-022-0017 requires utilities to provide announcement of 13 

tariff changes that constitute a general rate revision.  Per OAR 860-022-0017(1), a 14 

general rate revision is a utility filing that affects all or most of a utility’s rate 15 

schedules.  Historically, NW Natural has complied with this requirement by inserting 16 
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a display announcement in the newspapers in the communities it serves, per OAR 1 

860-022-017(2)(a).  Because it has been NW Natural’s practice to provide customer 2 

notices not only for its general rate revisions in general rate cases, but also for its 3 

annual Purchased Gas Cost Adjustment filings, the Company typically runs 4 

customer notices in the newspapers in its service territory at least once every year.   5 

The Company works with Real Access Media Placement (RAMP, formerly 6 

known as Oregon Newspaper Advertising Company), the ad agency within the 7 

Oregon Newspaper’s Association, to coordinate the placement of the ads in the four 8 

newspapers in its service territory – The Oregonian (Portland), Statesman Journal 9 

(Salem), The Register-Guard (Eugene), and The World (Coos Bay).  NW Natural 10 

requests the ad sizes of 3 columns by 10 inches, as required per OAR 860-022-11 

0017(1).  Due to the different formats and sizes of the newspapers, the ad sizes vary 12 

by newspaper – please see table below for the ads that NW Natural ran for the 13 

general rate revision in UG 435. 14 

Newspaper Ad Size Run date 
The World 3 column x 10.5”  

(4.93” x 10.5” – 1/4 page) 
December 31, 2021 

The Register-Guard 3 column x 10”  
(4.979” x 10”) 

December 30, 2021 

The Oregonian 3 column x 9.25”  
(4.92” x 9.25” – modular 1/3 vertical) 

December 31, 2021 

Statesman-Journal 3 column x 10.7 “ 
(4.92” x 10.7” – modular size) 

December 30, 2021 

 
Notably, the ad size for The Oregonian is a 1/3-page ad measuring 3 columns 15 

(4.92 inches) wide x 9.25 inches long.  It is NW Natural’s understanding that this size 16 

is the closest size The Oregonian has available that is comparable to the 3 columns 17 

by 10 inches requirement.  This has been the case since the newspaper’s change to 18 
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a tabloid size format in 2014.  Up until 2013, the ad size was 3 columns wide x 10.5 1 

inches long.  In 2014, The Oregonian provided the ad size of the 1/3-page ad 2 

measuring 3 columns x 9.25 inches as the closest to the 3 columns x 10 inches size 3 

available in the paper’s new size format.  Since 2014, NW Natural has been using 4 

this ad size for all of its customer notices provided under OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) 5 

each year for its PGA filings and rate case filings, including the general rate cases in 6 

this docket and in dockets UG 388 and UG 344.   7 

At the January 19, 2022, prehearing conference meeting in this docket, NW 8 

Natural was informed that it needed to take action with regard to its compliance with 9 

OAR 860-022-0017 in relation to the display ad size run in The Oregonian. 10 

Consistent with OAR 860-022-0017, NW Natural has already provided 11 

customer notice of the general rate revision in this docket by running newspaper 12 

advertisements as described above and provided a compliance filing in this docket 13 

with affidavits and/or declarations that the notice has been given within the required 14 

timeframes.  Please refer to Attachment A for NW Natural’s compliance filing in this 15 

docket that provided the affidavits and/or declarations that the required notice had 16 

been provided within the required timeframes.   17 

II. GOVERNING AUTHORITY 18 

As mentioned above, OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) specifies that newspaper 19 

display announcements of utility tariff changes must be “not less than a three column 20 

standard advertising unit (SAU) by ten-inch advertisement, at least once in a 21 

newspaper of general circulation in the communities served” by the utility.  OAR 860-22 

022-000 allows the Commission to grant waivers of any of the Division 022 rules for 23 
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good cause shown and OAR 860-022-0017(6) allows for waiver of the requirements 1 

of OAR 860-022-0017 upon a showing that the required notice with respect to a 2 

particular general rate revision has been given and upon a further showing that 3 

additional notice would be duplicative, confusing to customers and burdensome to 4 

the utility. 5 

III. COMMUNICATIONS 6 

Communications regarding this petition for waiver should be addressed to: 7 

Eric Nelsen, OSB #192566 
Senior Regulatory Attorney 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204-3038 
Phone: (503) 610-7618 
Email: eric.nelsen@nwnatural.com 
 

Natasha Siores 
Manager, Regulatory Compliance 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204-3038 
Phone: (503) 610-7074 
Email: natasha.siores@nwnatural.com 
 

NW Natural 
e-Filing for Regulatory Affairs 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204-3038 
Phone: (503) 610-7330 
Facsimile: (503) 220-2579 
Email: eFiling@nwnatural.com 
 

 

IV. REQUEST FOR WAIVER 8 

Under OAR 860-022-0017(6), NW Natural respectfully requests a waiver of 9 

the requirement in OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a) with regard to the ad size of the 10 

customer notice that was run in The Oregonian on December 31, 2021.  Good cause 11 

exists to grant NW’s Natural’s request for waiver of OAR 860-022-0017(2)(a).   12 

Running another ad in The Oregonian with the required ad size would 13 

necessitate the Company running the same customer notice ad copy using the next 14 

largest display size available of a half-page ad measuring 3 columns by 14 inches 15 

long.  Doing so would be duplicative of the announcement that was run on 16 

mailto:eric.nelsen@nwnatural.com
mailto:natasha.siores@nwnatural.com
mailto:eFiling@nwnatural.com
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December 31, 2021, and cause customer confusion, creating a burden to the 1 

Company of responding to media and customer inquiries regarding the two separate 2 

ads providing identical information being run within weeks of each other. 3 

NW Natural respectfully requests this waiver under OAR 860-022-0017(6). 4 

Dated this 24th day of January 2022. 5 

Respectfully Submitted, 6 

NW NATURAL 7 

/s/ Eric Nelsen 8 
Eric Nelsen, OSB #192566 9 

      Senior Regulatory Attorney 10 



 

January 11, 2022 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attn:  PUC Filing Center 
201 High Street SE, Suite 100 
Post Office Box 1088 
Salem, OR 97308-1088 
 
Re: UG 435 – Application of NW Natural for a General Rate Revision 

Notice of Publication and Tear Sheets  
 

In compliance with OAR 860-022-0017(4), Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (NW 
Natural or Company), submits the attached declaration attesting that notice has been given of the 
above-referenced filing.  Affidavits or Declarations of Publication and tear sheets from the major 
newspapers in the Company’s Oregon service territory are also attached.1  

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (503) 610-7074. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Natasha Siores 
 
Natasha Siores 
Manager, Regulatory Compliance 
 
 
Attachments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 The Oregonian (Portland); Statesman Journal (Salem); The Register-Guard (Eugene); and The World (Coos Bay). 
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Page 1—UG 435 – DECLARATION OF ERICA LEE-PELLA 
 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

OF OREGON 

UG 435 

In the Matter of 
 
NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 
COMPANY dba NW Natural 
 
Application for a General Rate Revision 
 

 
 

DECLARATION OF 
ERICA LEE-PELLA 

 
 
I, Erica Lee-Pella, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Oregon: 
 

1. My name is Erica Lee-Pella.  I am employed by Northwest Natural Gas Company, 
dba NW Natural (NW Natural or Company), as a Rates/Regulatory Specialist 3.  My 
business address is 250 SW Taylor Street, Portland, Oregon, 97204. 
 

2. I do hereby attest notice has been given that NW Natural has filed a request for 
general rate revision in docket UG 435, dated December 17, 2021. 
 

3. Attached to this declaration are the tear sheets of the notice as published by the four 
major newspapers in the Company’s Oregon service territory, with accompanying 
Affidavits or Declarations of Publication from each said notice, titled “NW Natural 
Files General Rate Case in Oregon,” being duly published in the Statesman Journal 
and The Register-Guard, on December 30, 2021, and in The Oregonian and The 
World, on December 31, 2021.  

 
I hereby declare that the above statements are true to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
and that I understand it is made for use as evidence before the Public Utility Commission of 
Oregon and is subject to penalty for perjury. 
 

Signed this 11th day of January 2022 in Troutdale, Oregon. 
 

/s/ Erica Lee-Pella     
Erica Lee-Pella 
Rates & Regulatory Specialist 
NW Natural 
250 SW Taylor Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 610-7330 
Email: erica.lee-pella@nwnatural.com 
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DECLARATION OF PUBLICATION 

 

 
 

In The Matter Of:  NW Natural advertisement 

 

Advertisement for -Public Notice Rate Change 

 

This is to certify that the above advertising for NW Natural appeared in 
 

Newspaper name  ___Salem Statesman Journal  

 

 On (Dates) ____12/30_________________2021. 

 

Jonathan Hammond______________________________   

  

Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/11/22
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NW NATURAL FILES GENERAL
RATE CASE IN OREGON

NW Natural filed a general rate increase with the Public Utility

Commission of Oregon (OPUC) on December 17, 2021. The request

is for an overall net revenue increase of about 9.9%, or an additional

$73.5 million for NW Natural. The proposed increase will cover

costs associated with operating and maintaining the company’s

natural gas distribution system and continuing to provide safe

and reliable service to customers.

HOWMUCHWILL MY GAS BILL CHANGE?

If the current request is approved as filed, residential customers

using an average of 53 therms per month would see a monthly

bill increase of about $6.80.

WHENWOULD IT TAKE EFFECT?

The filing will not affect customer bills this winter, but if approved

by the OPUC will likely take effect, Nov. 1, 2022. Note: While NW

Natural is providing general information about our proposal and

its effect on customers, the calculations and statements are not

binding on the Commission.

WHY IS THE COMPANY MAKING THIS REQUEST?

The request is a necessary step in NW Natural’s regulatory pro-

cess to recover costs associated with investments that strengthen

and reinforce the natural gas system, provide necessary system

maintenance and operational resiliency, and update and modernize

technology. The requested rate change is subject to review by the

OPUC and is not binding on the Commission.

HOW CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS FILING?

Copies of the filing are available for inspection at NW Natural’s

main office and at nwnatural.com. For more information about

the filing, or notice of the time and place of any hearing, contact

NW Natural or the Commission at:

NWNatural

250 SW Taylor St.

Portland, OR 97204

503-610-7330

Public Utility Commission of Oregon

201 High Street SE, Suite 100

Post Office Box 1088

Salem, Oregon 97308-1088

800-522-2404

Salem: 503-378-6600

GUIDED BY GOODNESS, LOYALTY, FAITH AND FUN

a Compass Senior Living community

503.838.6850 

HERONPOINTESL.COM 504 

GWINN ST. E. 

MONMOUTH, OR 97361

CALL OR 
EMAIL TODAY 

TO LEARN 
MORE

917-612-4776 OR EMAIL 
SAYHELLO@HERONPOINTESL.COM

Independent & 
Assisted Living

for Seniors 55+

MOVE INTO HERON POINTE 

SENIOR LIVING AND

POINT YOUR LIFE 

INTO THE RIGHT 

DIRECTION

• Compass Cafe Dining

• True North Yoga

• Brain Power Nutrition Boost

OR-USW0003984-01

A Salem man was arraigned Tuesday on charges
including manslaughter and abuse of a corpse stem-
ming from a crash on Christmas that killed a 16-year-
old, according to charging documents.

Armando Rodarte Jr., 26, was charged on four
counts following a crash at about 2 a.m. Dec. 25 in
which a pedestrian was struck and killed on Lancas-
ter Drive near Ward Drive in unincorporated east Sa-
lem, according to the Marion County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.

They did not fi�nd the victim at the scene, but
found evidence someone had sustained serious in-
juries and likely did not survive the crash, according
to a news release.

Deputies with the Marion County Sheriff�’sOoffi�ce
found the victim more than an hour after the crash
was fi�rst reported when they discovered Rodarte’s
Honda Civic north of Keizer, about seven miles from
the location of the accident, with the body inside.

They found Rodarte just after 6 a.m. walking on
Devonshire Court in Salem, about eight miles from
his abandoned car.

Rodarte was charged Tuesday with manslaughter,
failure to perform duties of a driver to injured per-
sons, reckless driving and abuse of a corpse.

Bail for Rodarte was set at $500,000. He also is
being held without bail in another case and bail was
set at $10,000 in a third case. According to charging
documents, he is considered a public safety risk and
a fl�ight risk.

According to court records, Rodarte has been
charged fi�ve prior times in the past fi�ve years, includ-
ing two this year.

In 2016, he pleaded guilty to reckless driving and
driving under the infl�uence of intoxicants and was
given 18 months of probation following hitting anoth-
er car and not notifying the owner.

In 2017, Rodarte pleaded guilty to unlawful pos-
session of a fi�rearm and sentenced to 20 days in jail.

In 2018, he pleaded guilty to driving while sus-
pended and fi�ned.

Rodarte was charged in February with driving un-
der the infl�uence of intoxicants, to which he pleaded
guilty and was given 24 months of bench probation
and fi�ned.

In November, he was charged with driving while
suspended. That case is still open.

Rodarte is next scheduled to appear in court at 1
p.m. Jan. 11 at the Marion County Courthouse.

Bill Poehler covers Marion County for the States-
man Journal. Contact him at
bpoehler@statesmanjournal.com or Twitter.com/
bpoehler 

Homeowners in Oregon who are behind on their
mortgage payments can be evicted again starting
Jan. 1 as the state’s foreclosure moratorium is set to
expire, according to Oregon Housing and Community
Services.

The state’s current moratorium expires Dec. 31,
2021.

A law passed in the 2021 legislative session gave
Gov. Kate Brown the ability to authorize extensions of
the moratorium, which she did twice, the most recent
with an executive order Aug. 16.

But the law does not allow the moratorium to be
extended beyond the 2021 calendar year.

After Friday, people behind on payments will have
to catch up or negotiate with lenders to prevent fore-
closure.

“With the foreclosure moratorium ending, now is a
critical time for homeowners who need assistance to
take advantage of other resources,” Brown said in a
statement. “I urge homeowners who are at risk of
foreclosure to get assistance as early as possible.”

The state Legislature approved the pause in fore-
closures in 2020 and extended it again earlier this

year.
The CARES Act provided mortgage payment for-

bearance for those who suff�ered fi�nancial hardship
due to the pandemic for up to 180 days, with another
180 days upon request.

The state has allocated $90 million to a fund for
homeowners who need assistance, and Oregon Hous-
ing and Community Services is accepting applications
from homeowners who are at risk of foreclosure due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Homeowners in need of mortgage help in Marion or
Polk counties can get help through non-profi�t DevNW
at https://www.devnw.org/, call (503)-779-2680 or
email hello@devnw.org.

“Each person has a diff�erent mortgage and a diff�er-
ent fi�nancial situation, so modifi�cations and payment
options will vary,” Emily Reiman, CEO of DevNW, said.

Earlier in December, the state Legislature extended
the “safe harbor” period for renters at risk of eviction
while waiting for the state to process applications for
emergency rental assistance and added money to the
program, which is expected to reopen for applications
in mid-January.

Bill Poehler covers Marion County for the Statesman
Journal. Contact him at
bpoehler@statesmanjournal.com or Twitter.com/
bpoehler 

New homes are built near Summit View Avenue Southeast on Nov. 8 in Salem. In 2020, Salem saw the
biggest growth spurt in home building in more than a decade. ABIGAIL DOLLINS/STATESMAN JOURNAL

How to get help as mortgage
foreclosures resume Jan. 1

Salem man faces
abuse of a corpse
charge related to
holiday crash

Bill Poehler
Salem Statesman Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

Bill Poehler 
Salem Statesman Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK
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NW NATURAL FILES GENERAL
RATE CASE IN OREGON

NW Natural filed a general rate increase with the Public Utility
Commission of Oregon (OPUC) on December 17, 2021. The request
is for an overall net revenue increase of about 9.9%, or an additional
$73.5 million for NW Natural. The proposed increase will cover
costs associated with operating and maintaining the company’s
natural gas distribution system and continuing to provide safe
and reliable service to customers.

HOWMUCHWILL MY GAS BILL CHANGE?
If the current request is approved as filed, residential customers
using an average of 53 therms per month would see a monthly
bill increase of about $6.80.

WHENWOULD IT TAKE EFFECT?
The filing will not affect customer bills this winter, but if approved
by the OPUC will likely take effect, Nov. 1, 2022. Note: While NW
Natural is providing general information about our proposal and
its effect on customers, the calculations and statements are not
binding on the Commission.

WHY IS THE COMPANY MAKING THIS REQUEST?
The request is a necessary step in NW Natural’s regulatory pro-
cess to recover costs associated with investments that strengthen
and reinforce the natural gas system, provide necessary system
maintenance and operational resiliency, and update and modernize
technology. The requested rate change is subject to review by the
OPUC and is not binding on the Commission.

HOW CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS FILING?
Copies of the filing are available for inspection at NW Natural’s
main office and at nwnatural.com. For more information about
the filing, or notice of the time and place of any hearing, contact
NW Natural or the Commission at:

NWNatural
250 SW Taylor St.
Portland, OR 97204
503-610-7330

Public Utility Commission of Oregon
201 High Street SE, Suite 100
Post Office Box 1088
Salem, Oregon 97308-1088
800-522-2404
Salem: 503-378-6600
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effect June 15. 
“It’s time for our society to move

past them,” Bynum said of booking
photos in a testimony. “The day some-
one gets arrested can quite frankly be
one the worst days of their lives. Those
mugshots are sometimes of people in a
mental health crisis. Those photos that
are published can ruin a person’s life
who has not yet been found guilty of
any crime. They can linger on and im-
pact people’s lives for years to come.
We can do better for them and for oth-
ers.”

For many law enforcement agencies,
this will mean removing mugshots
from their jail rosters.

There are a few exceptions to the
measure. A law enforcement agency
may release a booking photo:

h To the person depicted in the
booking photo;

h To another law enforcement agen-
cy, an officer employed by another law
enforcement agency, for a law enforce-
ment reason;

h To the public, if the law enforce-
ment agency determines that there is a
law enforcement purpose for the re-
lease, including in assistance with ap-
prehending a fugitive or a suspect in a
criminal investigation, or the identifi-
cation of additional criminal activity;

h To a state mental hospital if the
person depicted in the booking photo is
admitted to the hospital;

h To a person in a criminal proceed-
ing following their arrest when the
booking photo was taken;

h To the victim/survivor of the of-
fense for which the person in the book-
ing photo was arrested;

h Following the conviction of the
person depicted in the booking photo, if
the conviction results from the arrest

during which the booking photo was
obtained. 

The law is effective Jan. 1, 2022. 

Other public safety laws going
into effect Jan. 1 

House Bill 3145: The bill, requested
by The Innocence Project and the Ore-
gon Justice Resource Center, will re-
quire police departments to report in-
stances of officer discipline that in-
volve financial penalties to the state of
Oregon within 10 days. 

The Department of Public Safety
Standards and Training, the agency
that certifies and licenses law enforce-
ment, will publish those reports in an
online database that will be publicly
accessible. 

Senate Bill 398: The bill, chief-spon-
sored by Sen. James Manning Jr., D-
Eugene, criminalizes the intent to in-
timidate individuals by displaying a
noose. Violators face up to 364 days in
prison and/or a $6,250 fine.

House Bill 2932: The bill, chief-
sponsored by representatives Ronald
Noble, R-McMinnville, and Bynum, will
require all Oregon law enforcement
agencies to participate in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s national use-
of-force database. The bill directs the
Oregon Criminal Justice Commission
to analyze the information from the
database and annually report its find-
ings to the Legislature. 

House Bill 3059: The bill, chief-
sponsored by Bynum at the request of
the American Civil Liberties Union of
Oregon, removes the requirement for
law enforcement to arrest people par-
ticipating in an “unlawful assembly”
solely for failing to disperse. 

Virginia Barreda is the breaking
news and public safety reporter for the
Statesman Journal. She can be reached
at 503-399-6657 or at vbarre-
da@statesmanjournal.com. Follow her
on Twitter at @vbarreda2.

Mugshots
Continued from Page 1A

A 21-year-old Springfield man will
serve a little more than six years in pris-
on for knocking out a man and leaving
him in the road, where he was killed by
oncoming cars.

A judge on Tuesday sentenced Gage
Duncan-Moor to 75 months in prison on
two counts related to the death of Zaco-
ry Hooks, 22, who was struck by two ve-
hicles the night of Aug. 7, 2020, on Main
Street in Springfield.

Duncan-Moor will serve 75 months
for manslaughter in the second degree.
Lane County Circuit Court Judge
Charles M. Zennaché also sentenced
Duncan-Moor to 180 days for assault in
the fourth degree, but he’ll serve that at
the same time as the 75 months. 

He’ll serve that time after he com-

pletes a 145-month sentence for a July
18, 2020, shooting and robbery that’s
separate from Hooks’ death.

That brings his total prison sentence
to 220 months for first-degree robbery
and first-degree assault related to the
robbery and fourth-degree assault and
second-degree manslaughter related to
Hooks’ death. Once he’s released, he’ll
undergo three years of supervision. 

A fifth charge of a felony firearm pos-
session was dismissed Nov. 16

Duncan-Moor previously had plead-
ed not guilty to the four charges but
changed his plea Nov. 29.

An initial investigation determined
Hooks was walking on Main Street
when he was knocked to the pavement
and subsequently struck by vehicles
whose drivers remained on the scene of
the crash. 

But a review of camera footage

showed two people running away from
Hooks and toward a parked vehicle;
then police got information that Dun-
can-Moor assaulted Hooks and left him
either unconscious or severely disori-
ented in the roadway.

Duncan-Moor “didn’t make any ef-
fort to pull Hooks out of harm’s way be-
fore fleeing the scene,” according to a
news release. He was later arrested in
Florence.

His attorney argued in a sentencing
memo that continued abandonment
through his childhood and teens year
and involvement with a gang that start-
ed while Duncan-Moor was in custody
of the Oregon Youth Authority contrib-
uted to both incidents. 

The memo references Kevin Villa-
neuva and Daniel Villada-Rodriguez,
who both have pleaded guilty to charges
related to the July 2020 shooting on

Highway 99.
Villanueva pleaded guilty on Nov. 12

to one count of unlawfully furnishing a
firearm and seven felony firearm
counts. He’s agreed to a 31-month sen-
tence for furnishing a firearm and 30-
month sentences for the other seven
counts to be served concurrently. He’ll
also get credit for any time he’s already
served on the charges. 

Villada-Rodriguez pleaded guilty on
Dec. 8, 2020, to third-degree assault
and third-degree robbery. He’s agreed to
a possible sentence of 36 months on
both counts with credit for time served.
The sentences could be served at the
same time or one after the other. 

Both men are scheduled for sentenc-
ing at 8:30 a.m. Jan. 5.

Contact city government watchdog
Megan Banta at mbanta@register-
guard.com.

21-year-old to serve 18 years for manslaughter, robbery
Megan Banta Eugene Register-Guard

USA TODAY NETWORK

Two patients at Salem Health con-
tracted a dangerous fungal infection
during their stays at the hospital during
an “outbreak” of Candida auris, a type of
yeast rare to the United States, the Ore-
gon Health Authority reported Tuesday.

A case — the first ever in Oregon —
was detected at the hospital Dec. 11 and
confirmed Dec. 17 in an individual who
had “recent international health care
exposures.”

Two already-hospitalized patients
then came down with the infection on
Dec. 23 and Dec. 27.

Salem Health and OHA are working
to notify health care facilities that had
received transfer patients from the “af-
fected units” at Salem Health. 

It was not immediately clear which
units at Salem Health are impacted by
the outbreak.

The fungus, also called C. aris, can
cause infections in wounds or the
bloodstream and is most dangerous for
hospital or nursing home patients who

have serious medical conditions, weak-
ened immune systems or have tubes or
lines entering their body, according to
OHA and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The risk of infection to otherwise
healthy people is “extremely low.”

Since 2013, about 1,150 clinical cases
of Candida auris have been identified in
the United States. The CDC describes it
as presenting a “serious global health
threat.”

“Candida auris is an emerging patho-
gen of concern because it can cause se-
rious infections, particularly in those
with serious medical problems, and can
be resistant to the antifungal drugs we
have to treat it,” Rebecca Pierce, Health-
care-Associated Infections Program
manager with the OHA, said.

Pierce went on to say the fungus in
the cases at Salem Health is responding
to existing treatments.

The OHA, CDC and Salem Health are
developing and implementing a plan to
stop the spread of Candida auris at the
hospital, Jasmin Chaudhary, medical
director of infection prevention at Sa-
lem Health said.

The measures put into effect include:
ensuring frequent disinfection of pa-
tients’ health care environments, using
transmission-based precautions for
those infected or colonized with Candi-
da auris and adhering to hand-washing
protocols.

What is Candida auris?

Candida auris is a fungal disease that
spreads in health-care settings, causing
invasive infections. First identified in
Japan in 2009, Candida auris began oc-
curring in the U.S. in 2015.

The CDC is particularly concerned
about it because C. auris is difficult to di-
agnose, requiring specialized lab work,
and prompt action is necessary to pre-
vent it from spreading. 

In addition, most of its strains have
proven resistant to at least one anti-
fungal drug.

Whom does it affect?

Candida auris typically preys on pa-
tients who already have a serious med-
ical condition or a compromised im-
mune system, especially those who re-
quire intrusive treatment with a tube
going into their body.

Healthy people typically don’t get in-
fected, but they should clean their
hands with soap and water or hand san-
itizer when they come in contact with a
patient who has the disease or with sur-
faces or equipment in the room.

The CDC says 30% to 60% of the peo-
ple who have contracted C. auris infec-
tions have died, but it also points out
many of them were at increased risk be-

cause of serious illnesses.

What are the symptoms?

Symptoms vary, but the most com-
mon ones are a fever and chills that
don’t respond to antibiotics. In those
cases, specialized lab tests are required
to ascertain whether the condition is
Candida auris. The disease often causes
infection in the bloodstream, the ears or
in a wound.

How is it treated?

The CDC said the majority of C. auris
infections respond to treatment with a
class of antifungal medications known
as echinocandins. But some strains re-
sist all three main classes of drugs, re-
quiring higher doses of multiple medi-
cations.

How to avoid it?

If you’re around a patient with C. au-
ris, wash your hands and request that
others who are exposed do the same, in-
cluding healthcare workers.

The CDC recommends that patients
with Candida auris be placed in a single
room that may require frequent clean-
ing with a high-grade disinfectant.

USA TODAY reporter Jorge L. Ortiz
contributed to this article. 

Reporter Connor Radnovich covers
the Oregon Legislature and state gov-
ernment. Contact him at
cradnovich@statesmanjournal.com or
503-399-6864, or follow him on Twitter
at @CDRadnovich.

Two patients contract superbug at Oregon hospital
Connor Radnovich
Salem Statesman Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK
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NW NATURAL FILES GENERAL 
RATE CASE IN OREGON

NW Natural filed a general rate increase with the Public Utility  
Commission of Oregon (OPUC) on December 17, 2021. The request 
is for an overall net revenue increase of about 9.9%, or an additional 
$73.5 million for NW Natural. The proposed increase will cover 
costs associated with operating and maintaining the company’s 
natural gas distribution system and continuing to provide safe 
and reliable service to customers. 

HOW MUCH WILL MY GAS BILL CHANGE?
If the current request is approved as filed, residential customers 
using an average of 53 therms per month would see a monthly 
bill increase of about $6.80. 

WHEN WOULD IT TAKE EFFECT?
The filing will not affect customer bills this winter, but if approved 
by the OPUC will likely take effect, Nov. 1, 2022. Note: While NW 
Natural is providing general information about our proposal and 
its effect on customers, the calculations and statements are not 
binding on the Commission.  

WHY IS THE COMPANY MAKING THIS REQUEST?
The request is a necessary step in NW Natural’s regulatory pro-
cess to recover costs associated with investments that strengthen 
and reinforce the natural gas system, provide necessary system 
maintenance and operational resiliency, and update and modernize 
technology. The requested rate change is subject to review by the 
OPUC and is not binding on the Commission. 

HOW CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS FILING?
Copies of the filing are available for inspection at NW Natural’s 
main office and at nwnatural.com. For more information about  
the filing, or notice of the time and place of any hearing, contact 
NW Natural or the Commission at:

NW Natural
250 SW Taylor St.
Portland, OR 97204 
503-610-7330

Public Utility Commission of Oregon
201 High Street SE, Suite 100
Post Office Box 1088
Salem, Oregon 97308-1088
800-522-2404
Salem: 503-378-6600

the airport’s position has 
been that many of the trees 
have shallow roots, are old 
and some suffer from rot. 

Cook says the Airport 
Authority does plan to 
replace some of the trees 
and also plans to take input 
from the community re-
garding the type of fencing 
it wants.

However, neighboring 
residents say the trees have 
not created sufficient prob-
lems to justify chopping 
them down.

“It was stated that there 
are several problems with 
the trees, including root 
depth, sand base, shallow 
soil, lack of water and 
exposure to coastal winds. 
Are not the forests in this 
region typically charac-
terized by shallow root 
depth and soil conditions?” 
said resident Ken Bonetti, 
claiming the trees at the 
airport act as an important 
wind buffer for homes in 
the Airport Heights Neigh-
borhood and are helpful to 
ecosystem and planetary 
health.

Bonetti also claimed the 
Airport Authority has not 
backed up their claims in 

writing regarding un-
healthy and unsafe trees.

“I suggest that the au-
thority obtain a systematic 
evaluation of the forest’s 
health and prospects by in-
dependent experts in accor-
dance to known scientific 
principles,” he said. “That 
report should be in writing 
with all quantitative and 
qualitative evidence 
clearly displayed so that 
any resident of the Airport 
Heights neighborhood, 
and relevant additional 
authorities such as Oregon 
Department of Land Con-
servation and Development 
can understand and make 
an informed judgment of 
the appropriateness of the 
proposed forest removal. 
Further, a range of alter-
native treatments should 
be detailed and contrasted 
with the currently proposed 
option.”

Cook reiterated the 
mission.

“This is an ongoing 
process. The effort is to en-
hance the airport property, 
identify areas for develop-
ment, make the trails and 
recreational areas safe, and 
remove safety and security 
issues,” she said.

But John Meynink, a 
resident of North Bend 
is asking that the Airport 
Board reconsider.

“For all the reasons giv-
en, removal of these trees 
is a really bad idea. It is not 
necessary and would seri-
ously denigrate the quality 
of life in the area,” he said. 
“If the Airport District de-
sires to be maintain cordial 
relations with the Airport 
Heights neighborhood and 
the surrounding communi-
ties it will not proceed with 
such a drastic and unjusti-
fied project.”

Cook said the evaluation 
will continue to explore 
best ways forward and 
she has asked residents to 
add their thoughts on the 
website and as the process 
moves forward. 

“I live in Airport Heights 
too and have a vested inter-
est in the trails and trees. I 
want it to be beautiful and 
safe, too,” she said.

Next steps involve se-
curing a contractor, meet-
ing grant deadlines for the 
fencing and then beginning 
the work on the ground 
which isn’t expected until 
next fall.

Trees
From A1

STAFF REPORT

Oregon will soon receive 
$92,079,000 in federal 
funding from the bipartisan 
Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act.

The funding is to 
strengthen drinking and 
wastewater systems and 
replace dangerous lead 
service lines and pipes, 
according to Oregon 
Congresswoman Suzanne 
Bonamici. The funding is 
the first round of a five-
year investment authorized 
by the new law.

 “Access to safe and 
reliable drinking water is 
critical for our commu-
nities to stay healthy and 
thrive,” Bonamici said. 
“Lead and contaminants 
pose serious health threats 
to Oregonians. As a mom 
and a policymaker, I’m 
especially concerned about 
making sure our kids can 
drink clean water at home 
and at school. This federal 
investment of $92 million 
will provide clean safe 
drinking water to hundreds 
of thousands of Orego-
nians. That’s what it means 
to build back better.”

 Bonamici said the 
bipartisan infrastructure 
law includes $50 billion for 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to improve 
water systems, which is the 
largest single investment 
in water in the nation’s 
history. 

Over the next five years, 
$15 billion nationally will 
go toward replacing lead 
pipes and service lines 
across the country, with a 
special focus on advanc-
ing equity and justice for 
under-resourced communi-
ties, according to Bonami-
ci.

Oregon to receive $92 million 
for water improvements

Metro Creative Connection
The funding is to strengthen drinking and wastewater systems and replace dangerous lead service lines and 
pipes.  

The Coos Bay Area 
Zonta Service Foundation 
is pleased to announce 
$15,000 in available 
scholarship funding for 
2022. 

Available scholarships 
include two Zonta Club 
$3,000 Scholarships, one 
Science Technology Engi-
neering and Math STEM 
$3,000 Scholarship, a 
Southwestern Oregon 
Community College tui-
tion waiver with approxi-
mate value of $1,500 and 
two Student Club $1,500 
scholarships. The Student 
Club scholarships are 
designated for a Z Club 
member at North Bend 
High School and a Z Club 
member at Marshfield 
High School. 

Zonta International 
Scholarships available 
include the Jane M Klaus-
man Women in Business 
Scholarship and Young 
Women in Public Affairs 
Award valued at $1,500 
each. The ZI scholarships 
are progressive scholar-
ship/award opportunities 
with the local awardee 
being referred onto the 
Zonta District level to be 
considered for additional 
funding. Deadline for 
all scholarships/award is 
March 1, 2022. Scholar-
ship information is avail-
able at www.zontacoosba-
yarea.org. 

Funds raised for the 
2022 scholarships oc-
curred through the club’s 
on-line raffle, a letter 

writing campaign and 
various small fundraisers. 
Donations to the Zonta 
Scholarship Fund are 
always welcome and are 
tax deductible. Checks 
can be mailed to the Coos 
Bay Area Zonta Service 
Foundation, P.O. Box 245, 
North Bend, OR 97459 
or donations can be made 
on the club website www.
zontacoosbayarea.org. 

The mission of Zonta 
International is to improve 
the legal, economic, 
health, educational, and 
professional status of 
women world-wide. For 
information about Zonta 
membership or to donate 
to the scholarship fund 
visit www.zontacoosba-
yarea.org.

Zonta Club announces 
scholarship opportunities
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