BEFORE THE

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON

UG 527
In the Matter of ALLIANCE OF WESTERN ENERGY
CONSUMERS’ MOTION TO
NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS DESIGNATE AS ELIGIBLE FOR ISSUE
COMPANY dba NW NATURAL, FUND GRANT
Alternative Rate Mechanism

Pursuant to Section 1(e)(v) of the Fifth Amended Intervenor Funding Agreement
(“IFA”), approved by the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (“Commission”) in Order No.
22-506 (December 29, 2022), Alliance of Western Energy Consumers (“AWEC”) files this
motion to designate the above-referenced docket as eligible for an Issue Fund Grant.

On November 25, 2025, Northwest Natural Gas Company (“NW Natural”) filed its
Application for an Alternative Rate Mechanism to recover costs associated with capital additions
through a new base rate tariff, Schedule 123. If approved, this request will increase NW
Natural’s revenues by $15.8 million above and beyond the increase recently approved in NW
Natural’s 2024-2025 general rate case, UG 520. NW Natural is requesting that Schedule 123
become effective on October 31, 2026.

NW Natural is a Participating Public Utility under the IFA. Section 1(e)(v) of the IFA
defines “Eligible Proceeding for Issue Funds™ as, among others, a proceeding “so designated by
the Commission that directly affects one or more of the Participating Utilities and is anticipated
to: (1) have a substantial impact on utility rates or service; (2) have a significant impact on utility
customers or the operations of the utility; (3) result in a significant change in regulatory policy;
or (4) raises novel questions of fact or law.”

Through this proceeding, NW Natural is seeking to recover the costs of certain capital
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additions through a new base rate tariff, Schedule 123. This filing is a single issue rate case.
Single issue rate cases typically favor the utility because the case focuses only on areas where
costs are increasing, without the ability to look at areas where cost may be decreasing.
Specifically, NW Natural seeking to increase its annual revenues by $15,588,937 on top of the
increase recently approved in UG 520. This increase is estimated to impact 643,664 residential
customers, 62,783 commercial customers, and 815 industrial customers.

If approved, a Commission Order granting the requests in this docket will directly affect
NW Natural and its customers and may have a significant impact on customer rates. Further, as
the first NW Natural Alternative Rate Mechanism filing after the adoption of HB 3179, this case
may include novel questions of fact or law.

Therefore, for the foregoing reasons, AWEC respectfully requests the Commission to
designate this proceeding as an “Eligible Proceeding for Issue Funds” under the [IFA. AWEC

believes this proceeding meets the criteria delineated in IFA § 1(e)(v).

Dated this 2nd day of December 2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Chad M. Stokes, OSB No. 004007
Elise N. Koepke, OSB No. 244067
Cable Huston LLP

1455 SW Broadway, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97201

Telephone: (503) 224-3092

E-Mail: cstokes@cablehuston.com
E-Mail: ekoepke@cablehuston.com

Attorneys for Alliance of Western Energy Consumers
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