
          
 

 
 
 

May 21, 2026 
 
 
Via Electronic Filing  
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attn: Filing Center 
201 High St. SE, Suite 100 
Salem, OR 97301  
puc.filingcenter@puc.oregon.gov  
 

Re:  In the Matter of PacifiCorp, d/b/a Pacific Power,  
Request for General Rate Revision and Application for Interim Rate Application 
OPUC Docket No. UE 470 

 
Attention Filing Center,  
 

Please find attached for filing in the above-referenced proceeding Rachelle McMaster’s 
Petition to Intervene, Individually and on Behalf of the Certified Class in James v. PacifiCorp 
(No. 20CV33885) (Mult. Cnty.). 
 

Thank you for your assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions 
regarding this filing. Ms. McMaster can be contacted via her attorney, Cody Berne, at (503) 227-
1600.  
 

Thank you,  
       
      /s/ Cody Berne     

Cody Berne, OSB No. 142797 
STOLL STOLL BERNE LOKTING 
& SHLACHTER P.C. 
209 SW Oak Street, Suite 500 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 227-1600 
Email: cberne@stollberne.com 
   
Counsel for Petitioner and the James Class 

mailto:cberne@stollberne.com
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF OREGON 

 
UE 470 

 
In the Matter of  

     

PACIFICORP, dba PACIFIC POWER,  

Request for General Rate Revision  

  
 
RACHELLE MCMASTER’S PETITION 
TO INTERVENE, INDIVIDUALLY 
AND ON BEHALF OF THE 
CERTIFIED CLASS IN JAMES V. 
PACIFICORP 

 
 
Pursuant to ORS § 756.525 and OAR § 860-001-0300, Rachelle McMaster (“McMaster” or 
“Petitioner”), on behalf of herself and the class certified in the matter James et al. v. PacifiCorp 
et al., No. 20CV33885 (Mult. Cnty. Cir. Ct., Alexander, J.), hereby petitions the Oregon Public 
Utility Commission to intervene and participate in this proceeding with full party status.  

 
1. The contact information of the petitioner is:  

 
a. Name:   

 
Rachelle McMaster, individually and on behalf of the certified class in the 
James matter. 
 

b. Contact Information:  
 
c/o Cody Berne, OSB No. 142797, STOLL STOLL BERNE LOKTING & 
SHLACHTER P.C., 209 SW Oak Street, Suite 500, Portland, Oregon 97204, 
Telephone: (503) 227-1600, Email: cberne@stollberne.com. 
 

   Please include this contact on the service list.  
 

2. Petitioner will be represented by counsel in this proceeding. The contact information 
for counsel, who have been appointed as Lead Counsel in the James matter, to be 
included on the service list, are:  

 
Cody Berne, OSB No. 142797 
209 SW Oak Street, Suite 500 
Portland, OR 97204 
Tel.: (503) 227-1600 
Fax: (503) 227-6840 
cberne@stollberne.com 
  
 

mailto:cberne@stollberne.com
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Matthew J. Preusch, OSB No. 134610 
801 Garden Street, Suite 301 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101 
Tel.: (805) 456-1496 
Fax: (206) 623-3384 
mpreusch@kellerrohrback.com 

 
3. The James case arises out of four fires that ravaged Oregon on and after Labor Day 

2020—the Santiam Canyon fire, the Echo Mountain Complex fire, the South 
Obenchain fire, and the 242 fire. The Court certified an issues class in May 2022, and 
appointed McMaster—among others—as a representative of the class. The case then 
proceeded to a liability trial in 2023, during which PacifiCorp was found to be 
responsible for these four fires and the associated harm to McMaster and the entire 
James class of fire survivors. The jury found that PacifiCorp acted recklessly, 
willfully, and was grossly negligent. The jury awarded McMaster and the other class 
representatives economic and noneconomic damages, along with punitive damages, 
arising from PacifiCorp’s fires—as well as awarded punitive damages to the entire 
class. The Oregon Court of Appeals reversed that verdict on April 8, 2026 and 
remanded for further proceedings on the sole ground that the trial court erred in 
instructing the jury that it “may assume that the evidence at the trial applies to all 
class members.” The Court of Appeals also found, however, that the evidence at trial 
was sufficient to support the jury’s verdict—and, as a consequence, that the evidence 
was sufficient to support the jury’s finding that PacifiCorp caused the fires, that it 
acted with gross negligence, and that its conduct warranted punitive damages. The 
James class filed a petition to review the appellate decision with the Oregon Supreme 
Court on May 13, 2026. The parties anticipate a decision on that petition this summer.  
 

4. McMaster’s interests and those of the James class are substantially and directly 
affected by PacifiCorp’s proposed request for general rate revision and interim rate 
application. Many members of the James class, including McMaster, are customers of 
PacifiCorp. PacifiCorp attributes its current financial distress—the credit downgrades, 
the increased insurance premiums, the constrained access to capital markets—
primarily to the James litigation. That financial distress is not an external market 
force acting on PacifiCorp—it is a consequence of PacifiCorp’s own conduct on 
Labor Day 2020 and its litigation strategy thereafter. Petitioner and the James class 
are therefore directly and personally affected by this proceeding on two levels: as 
ratepayers who would bear the cost of rate increases driven by PacifiCorp’s wildfire 
liability, and as fire survivors who have a direct stake in how this Commission 
characterizes and allocates responsibility for that liability. If the Commission 
approves recovery of PacifiCorp’s wildfire-related financial costs in the James case—
allowing PacifiCorp to pass through the risk and impact of the James litigation to its 
customers and to the very survivors whose homes and communities it burned—it 
would effectively turn those costs into normal, recoverable costs of doing business. 
That is in direct conflict with the jury’s findings in the James case and with Oregon’s 
tort law, and is something no other party in this proceeding is positioned to contest.  
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5. Petitioner intends to participate in this proceeding and raise issues that are appropriate 

to the proceeding, including whether PacifiCorp’s asserted wildfire-related financial 
pressures properly support the requested interim and permanent rate increases, and 
whether approving such recovery is consistent with Oregon law and public policy.  

 
6. As described above, the members of the certified class in James, including petitioner, 

have a direct and substantial interest in this proceeding. No other party can adequately 
represent these interests, and her unique and personal knowledge of the issues in this 
proceeding will assist the Commission in making determinations and resolving the 
matters at issue. Petitioner and her counsel have litigated PacifiCorp’s wildfire 
liability through trial and appeal, and have firsthand knowledge of PacifiCorp’s 
litigation conduct and strategy—knowledge directly relevant to evaluating 
PacifiCorp’s claims about the source and scope of its financial distress. That 
perspective is unique to the James class and will materially assist the Commission in 
resolving the matters at issue. 
 

7. Based on the information provided above in accordance with the Commission’s rules 
of procedure, petitioner requests to participate fully in this proceeding as an 
intervenor. Petitioner will not unreasonably broaden the issues, burden the record, or 
unreasonably delay the proceeding. OAR § 860-001-0300.  

 
  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 21st day of May, 2026. 
 

 
      STOLL STOLL BERNE LOKTING 

& SHLACHTER P.C. 
 
/s/ Cody Berne     
Cody Berne, OSB No. 142797 
209 SW Oak Street, Suite 500 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 227-1600 
Email: cberne@stollberne.com 
   
Counsel for Petitioner and the James Class 

mailto:cberne@stollberne.com

