
 

 

 

Cole Souder, Staff Attorney 

10101 S. Terwilliger Boulevard 

Portland, Oregon 97219 

Phone: (503)768-6955  

E-Mail: csouder@lclark.edu  

 

 

 

March 11, 2025 

 

Via Electronic Filing to PUC.FilingCenter@puc.oregon.gov 

 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

Attn: Filing Center 

201 High St. SE, Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

Re: In the Matter of NW NATURAL GAS COMPANY, dba NW NATURAL, Request for 

a General Rate Revision, Docket No. UG 520, Climate Solutions, Coalition of Communities 

of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and Oregon Environmental Council Petition to Intervene 

 

Dear Filing Center: 

 

Enclosed for filing in Docket UG 520 is the Petition to Intervene for Climate Solutions, Coalition 

of Communities of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and Oregon Environmental Council. 

 

If you have questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 /s/ Cole Souder 

 Cole Souder 

 OSB No. 243874 

 Staff Attorney 

 Green Energy Institute at 

 Lewis & Clark Law School 

 10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd. 

 Portland, OR 97219 

 (503) 768-6955 

 csouder@lclark.edu 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

OF OREGON 

 

UG 520 
      

 

In the Matter of    

 

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 

COMPANY, dba NW NATURAL 

 

Request for a General Rate Revision. 

 

 

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS, 

COALITION OF COMMUNITIES 

OF COLOR, VERDE, SIERRA 

CLUB, AND OREGON 

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

PETITION TO INTERVENE 

 

 Pursuant to ORS § 756.525 and OAR 860-001-0030(2), Climate Solutions, Coalition of 

Communities of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and Oregon Environmental Council (“Petitioners”) 

respectfully submit this Petition to Intervene to appear and participate to the full extent allowed 

by law in the above referenced proceeding.  In support of this petition, the following is provided: 

1. The contact information for Petitioners are as follows: 

 

Name: Nora Apter        

Company:  Climate Solutions       

Street Address: 1300 SE Stark St. Suite 207       

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR 97214 

Email Address: nora.apter@climatesolutions.org 

Telephone: (971) 275-6179 

 

Name: Claire Prihoda 

Company: Climate Solutions 

Street Address: 1300 SE Stark St. Suite 207       

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR 97214 

Email Address: claire.prihoda@climatesolutions.org 

Telephone: (503) 548-2540 

 

Name: Nikita Daryanani 

Company: Coalition of Communities of Color 

Street Address: 221 NW 2nd Ave., Suite 303 

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR, 97209 

Email address: nikita@coalitioncommunitiescolor.org 

Telephone: 949-365-6021 

 

Name: Anahi Segovia Rodriguez 

Company: Verde 
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Street Address: 4145 NE Cully Blvd. 

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR 97218 

Email Address: anahisegovia@verdenw.org 

Telephone: 503-290-8570 

 

Name: Rose Monahan       

Company:  Sierra Club       

Street Address: 2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300   

City, State, Zip: Oakland, CA 94612 

Email Address: rose.monahan@sierraclub.org 

Telephone: 415-977-5701 

 

Name: Jana Gastellum 

Company: Oregon Environmental Council 

Street Address: 1500 NE Irving St. UNIT 430 

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR, 97232 

Email Address janag@oeconline.org  

Telephone: 503-222-1963 

 

2. Petitioners will be represented by Cole Souder and Carra Sahler of the Green Energy 

Institute at Lewis & Clark Law School whose contact information for inclusion in the 

service list is: 

Name: Cole Souder  

OSB No. 243874       

Company:  Green Energy Institute at Lewis & Clark Law School       

Street Address: 10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd.       

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR 97219 

Email Address: csouder@lclark.edu 

Telephone: 503-768-6955 

 

Name: Carra Sahler 

OSB No. 024455 

Company: Green Energy Institute at Lewis & Clark Law School 

Street Address: 10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd. 

City, State, Zip: Portland, OR 97219 

Email address: sahler@clark.edu 

Telephone: 503-768-6634 

 

 3. Climate Solutions is a regional non-profit working to accelerate clean energy solutions to 

the climate crisis. As part of this work, Climate Solutions supports a rapid and equitable 

transition to clean, fossil-free buildings for all. Climate Solutions has over 18,000 supporters in 

the Pacific Northwest, and almost 8,000 supporters in the State of Oregon.           

mailto:sahler@clark.edu
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 4. Coalition of Communities of Color (CCC) is a coalition representing the interests of 

eighteen member non-profit organizations, many based in the Portland, Oregon area. CCC 

addresses the socioeconomic disparities, institutional racism, and inequity of services 

experienced by their families, children, and communities. CCC’s members organize their 

communities for collective action resulting in social change to obtain self-determination, 

wellness, justice, and prosperity. 

 5. Verde is a regional non-profit organization based in Portland with the mission to build 

environmental wealth through organizing, advocacy, and social enterprise. Verde works 

statewide and is rooted in the Cully neighborhood of Portland, a typical environmental justice 

community. Verde’s members are largely Indigenous, Black, and Latinx; a majority of Verde’s 

members are low-income and suffer from disproportionate pollution burdens.  

 6. Sierra Club, founded in 1892, is the nation’s oldest non-profit, grassroots environmental 

organization. The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club is a non-profit, member-supported, public 

interest organization that promotes the conservation of the Oregon natural environment by 

influencing public policy decisions—legislative, administrative, legal, and electoral. The Oregon 

Sierra Club has more than 21,000 members in the state. Sierra Club’s nearly 650,000 members 

nationwide are dedicated to the protection and preservation of the natural and human 

environment, including protecting public health. One of the Sierra Club’s priorities is to advance 

smart and equitable clean energy solutions that address critical problems from the climate crisis, 

air pollution, and our nation’s dependence on fossil fuels.  

 7. Oregon Environmental Council is a non-profit, nonpartisan, membership-based 

organization that advances innovative, collaborative and equitable solutions to Oregon’s 

environmental challenges for today and future generations. The Council’s goals are to secure a 

stable climate that safeguards communities and the economy; clear and plentiful water that 

supports people, fish, and wildlife; and healthy homes and neighborhoods free of air pollution 

and hazardous chemicals.  

 8. Collectively, Petitioners are environmental and community focused organizations that 

work across Oregon for the development and implementation of smart climate policy, including 

efforts to support marginalized groups experiencing the economic burden of natural gas prices in 

Northwest Natural’s service territory. 
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 9. Petitioners are concerned with a handful of issues raised in Northwest Natural’s request 

for a rate revision. These issues include the metrics Northwest Natural uses to determine merit-

based pay (referred to as “pay-at-risk”) for its employees, its increase to its communications 

budget, and its request for an increase to its Rate of Return and Return on Equity. Petitioners 

reserve the right to raise other issues as the proceeding progresses as Petitioners have not yet 

determined the full extent of the specific relief to be requested. Petitioners expect to participate 

to the extent necessary to advocate on behalf of Northwest Natural’s low-income customers 

facing an already high and increasing energy burden and to advocate against policies that run 

counter to Oregon’s environmental and energy future. 

 10. Petitioners have a direct and substantial interest in this proceeding that is not adequately 

represented by any other party. Petitioners’ organizations represent the intersection in advocacy 

for equitable utility rates and sound environmental policy that mitigates against the continued 

contributions to greenhouse gas emissions for current and future generations in the most 

affordable method. Many members of Petitioners’ organizations are gas utility ratepayers in 

Oregon, including in Northwest Natural’s territory. In advocating on behalf of low-income 

customers, environmental justice communities, and underserved customers, Petitioners bring 

perspectives that have traditionally been underrepresented and ensure that the interests of these 

critical communities are considered fully as Northwest Natural’s rates are determined. 

 11. Petitioners’ intervention motion is timely and their participation will not unreasonably 

broaden the issues, burden the record, or delay the proceedings.  

 12. WHEREFORE, Petitioners respectfully request the Commission enter an Order granting 

Petitioners’ request to intervene to the full extent allowed by law, thereby allowing Petitioners to 

appear and participate as may be necessary to fully represent their interests in this proceeding. 

 Dated this 11th day of March, 2025.  

  /s/ Cole Souder__________    

 Cole Souder 

 OSB No. 243874 

 Staff Attorney 

 Green Energy Institute at Lewis &  

 Clark Law School 

 10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd. 

 Portland, OR 97219 

 (503) 768-6955 

 csouder@lclark.edu 


