
 
 
August 19, 2025 

 
via E-mail 
 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Attn: Filing Center 
201 High Street SE, Suite 100 
Salem, OR 97308-1088 
PUC.FilingCenter@puc.oregon.gov 
 
Re: UG 520 – CUB’s Revised Opening Brief  
 
 

Enclosed for filling please find an errata replacing p.12 of CUB’s Revised Opening Brief in UM 

2397 originally filled on August 19, 2025. After filing this Revised Opening Brief, NW Natural 

contacted CUB and pointed out that we may have inadvertently missed striking another reference 

in the revised brief. Accordingly, CUB has stricken this language and corrected a formatting 

error. A redlined version of the corrected page is enclosed. 

 
Sincerely,  

/s/ Claire Valentine-Fossum 
 
Claire Valentine-Fossum, OSB # 252894 
Oregon Citizens’ Utility Board 
610 SW Broadway, Ste. 400 
Portland, OR 97205 
T: 503.227.1984 
E: claire@oregoncub.org 
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Certainly, the reason for the early retirement of these meters is different from CUB’s proposed 

retirement due to electrification. Although the Company brushes aside CUB and Coalition’s 

concerns about stranded assets,1 NWN’s prior testimony shown above illustrates the potential 

risk of compounding retirements of meters, service lines, and mains if NWN customers 

increasingly chose to electrify that remains in rate base due to the Company’s use of a group 

depreciation account. 

 Parties’ opposition to CUB’s proposal is inconsistent with their prior statements and 

results in future risks of cost increases for customers. 

 

 Despite Staff’s reluctance in this proceeding to address stranded costs by moving assets 

retired due to electrification out of group depreciation,2  last year Staff raised concerns over the 

costs of the meter modernization program because of the likelihood that the new replacement 

meters would become stranded assets due to electrification.3  

 
1 See NW Natural/1700 Rush-Kravitz/Page 17; NW Natural/2000 Nelson/Page 72-73; see also  NW Natural/1700 
Rush-Kravitz/Page 41 (claiming the continued addition of new customers means there will not be stranded assets).  
2 Staff/1800 Scala/7. 
3 See CUB/303/30, 31; see also CUB/303/27 (Staff was skeptical “whether an aggressive initiative to update meters 
was in customers’ best interest given Oregon’s decarbonization targets.”); id. at 29-31 (Staff reiterated its concerns 
in UG 490 rebuttal that NWN had not shown how large investments in new assets at a time when the Company has 
decarbonization obligations were a “least regrets” strategy.”). 


