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On June 11, 2025, the Governor signed House Bill (HB) 3681, which will go into effect 
on January 1, 2026. HB 3681 amends ORS 758.015(2) such that it will now read: 

The commission shall give notice and hold a public hearing on such [a] 
petition [for a certificate of public convenience and necessity] . The 
commission, in addition to considering facts presented at such hearing, 
shall make the commission's own investigation to determine whether the 
proposed transmission line meets a need for increased transmission 
capacity and reliability in the electric grid and shall enter an order 
accordingly. The commission shall consider a petition for a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity and enter an order without requiring a 
petitioner to first obtain any required state or local land use approvals. 1 

Because HB 3681 appears to change the scope of the Commission's review of petitions 
for public convenience and necessity and it goes into effect at a key point in this docket's 
procedural schedule, I ask the parties to file brief letters outlining their respective views 
on whether and to what extent HB 3681 impacts the procedural schedule in this docket. 
The parties should identify any proposed changes to the procedural schedule and also 
indicate whether a conference should be scheduled to discuss the impacts of HB 3681 on 
this docket. The parties may submit a joint filing if appropriate. The parties should submit 
a joint or individual filings to the Filing Center by 3:00 p.m. on July 2, 2025. 

Dated: June 26, 2025 

1 ORS 758.015(2)(a). 

John Mellgren 
Administrative Law Judge 


