ISSUED: February 19, 2026

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON
UG 527, UG 528
In the Matters of

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS
COMPANY, dba NW NATURAL,
RULING
Application for an Alternative Rate
Mechanism, New Schedule 123 (UG 527);
and

Schedule 160, Cancellation of Charges for
Coos County Pipeline (UG 528).

DISPOSITION: MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE GRANTED
I. INTRODUCTION

In this ruling, I grant the motion from Staff of the Oregon Public Utility Commission to
consolidate dockets UG 527 and UG 528 filed on February 6, 2026. Staff states it is
seeking consolidation because the dockets present overlapping issues related to the
appropriate allocation of costs related to the Coos County Pipeline.

II. BACKGROUND

On September 26, 2025, Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural, filed Advice
No. 25-23 wherein NW Natural proposed to cancel Schedule 160, which collects a
surcharge for services provided to NW Natural’s retail customers in Coos County,
Oregon. On December 30, 2025, the Commission suspended Advice 25-23 for further
investigation and opened docket UG 528.! On November 25, 2025, NW Natural filed an
application for an alternative rate mechanism to be collected under a new base rate tariff,
Schedule 123 (docket UG 527). NW Natural stated that the proposed alternative rate
mechanism is intended to recover the costs of a limited number of capital additions and
includes the rate impacts of retirements and updated accumulated depreciation to ensure a
balanced approach to ratemaking for the mechanism.

! Docket No. UG 528, Order No. 25-541 (Dec. 30, 2025).



On February 6, 2026, Staff filed a motion to consolidate dockets UG 527 and UG 528,
asserting that the parties and the Commission would benefit if the issues presented in the
proceedings were considered in a common docket, rather than in separate dockets.
Specifically, Staff notes that if the matters proceed in separate dockets, parties will have
to file testimony regarding appropriate recovery of Coos County Pipeline related costs in
two different proceedings.

Staff states that it has conferred with parties to docket UG 528 regarding adopting the
procedural schedule established in docket UG 527 as the schedule for a consolidated
proceeding and with one exception, all parties request the schedule adopted in docket

UG 527 be used for the consolidated dockets. Staff notes the exception to consensus is a
request from the Oregon Citizens’ Utility Board (CUB) to hold a public comment hearing
on the consolidated dockets.

III. RULING

The Commission has discretion to consolidate proceedings under OAR 860-001-0600
and has used that discretion in the past when consolidation was efficient and logical, and
when consolidation would clarify and simplify resolution of issues.

I agree that consolidating dockets UG 527 and UG 528 will promote efficiency.
Therefore, I find good cause to grant the motion. Dockets UG 527 and UG 528 are
consolidated, with docket UG 527 being the lead docket. I find that the existing
procedural schedule, established on December 23, 2025, for docket UG 527 is
appropriate for these consolidated proceedings. I decline CUB’s to amend the schedule to
add a public comment hearing. Members of the public are encouraged to continue to
provide written comments regarding these proceedings.

Gt

Brent Coleman
Administrative Law Judge

Dated: February 19, 2026




