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RULING 

 
DISPOSITION: PETITION TO INTERVENE DENIED 

 

On March 23, 2026, Jeffrey Coleman filed a petition to intervene in these proceedings. 

The petition indicates Mr. Coleman is a resident of San Diego, California who spends 

time with family in one of the service territories affected by these proceedings. No party 

has filed an objection to Mr. Coleman’s petition and the established time for doing so has 

passed.   

 

ORS 756.525 provides that “any person may apply to the commission for permission to 

appear and participate in [a] proceeding. The Commission then “shall determine the 

interest of the applicant” and “grant the application, subject to appropriate conditions, if 

the commission determines that such appearance and participation will not unreasonably 

broaden the issues or burden the record, and otherwise may deny the application.” OAR 

860-001-0030(6) further provides that “if the Commission or ALJ finds the petitioner has 

sufficient interest in the proceedings * * * then the Commission or ALJ must grant the 

petition.”  

 

Although Mr. Coleman’s petition is unopposed, I find he has not demonstrated sufficient 

interest in these proceedings. The Commission has found that interest in the proceedings 

requires some stake in the outcome.1 Here, Mr. Coleman has neither identified which of 

the water utilities he seeks to address, nor established that he is in fact a customer of any 

of the water companies. Without such information I cannot conclude that Mr. Coleman 

 
1 See In the Matter of FISH MILL LODGES WATER SYSTEM, Application for an Order Authorizing Abandonment 

of Water Service, Docket No. UM 1489, Order No. 11-179 (May 31, 2011).  
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will be directly affected by the proposed rate modifications at issue in these proceedings. 

Therefore, the petition is denied.  

 
Dated: March 26, 2026 
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Brent Coleman  

Administrative Law Judge 

 

 

 


