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McDOWELL RACKNER GIBSON PC
JOCELYN C. PEASE
Main: (503) 595-3922
jocelyn@mrgHaw.com

September 9, 2025
VIA E-MAIL TO

Public Utility Commission of Oregon
Filing Center

201 High Street SE, Suite 100
Salem, Oregon 97301-3398

Re: Docket No. UG 520 — In the Matter of Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba
NW Natural, Request for a General Rate Revision.

Dear Judge Spruce:

In response to the September 2, 2025, Memorandum, Northwest Natural Gas Company,
dba NW Natural (“NW Natural” or the “Company”), hereby submits its notice of intent to
participate in the September 16, 2025, Oral Argument in this proceeding. Jocelyn C.
Pease (jocelyn@mrg-law.com) and J. Mark Little (mark.little@bakerbotts.com) will
appear on behalf of NW Natural. NW Natural seeks to address the following issues:

1. Oregon Citizens’ Utility Board’s (“CUB”) proposal for the Public Utility Commission
of Oregon (“Commission”) to find that electrification is in the public interest and
direct NW Natural to remove plant that is retired due to electrification from its
current depreciation account and place it in a regulatory asset where it will earn
interest at the rate representing the time value of money;

2. Climate Solutions, Coalition of Communities of Color, Verde, Sierra Club, and
Oregon Environmental Council’s (collectively, the “Coalition”) proposals to:

a. Require NW Natural, as a precondition for capital investment recovery in
future proceedings, to analyze non-pipeline alternatives, such as targeted
electrification and Thermal Energy Networks (“TENS”), to investments in
distribution infrastructure;

b. Require NW Natural to propose at least one targeted electrification pilot and
one TEN pilot that would allow NW Natural to decommission or avoid gas
infrastructure; and
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c. Require NW Natural to revise Schedule 320 to give eligible households the
option to use Oregon Low-Income Energy Efficiency program funds to
replace red-tagged and non-functioning furnaces with electric heat pumps.

As there are fewer remaining litigated issues in this case than in recent rate cases that
have come before the Commission, NW Natural proposes that the issues be addressed
separately. Specifically, NW Natural respectfully requests that the argument be
segmented into two separate blocks of time allocated for the Company to address (1)
CUB'’s proposal and (2) the Coalition’s proposals, and that the issues be addressed in
this order.

NW Natural additionally requests the opportunity to address any other issue raised by a
party, the Commissioners, or the Administrative Law Judge during the oral argument.

Sincerely,

M?Z@e—-—/
QgéeM C. Pease

Jordan R. Schoonover

McDowell Rackner Gibson PC

419 SW 11t Ave., Suite 400

Portland, OR 97205

Phone: (503) 595-3922
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Attorneys for Northwest Natural Gas
Company, dba NW Natural
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