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>: 
September 18, 2017 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

201High Street SE, Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301 

VULCAN t" 

Re: UM 1811 Portland General Electric (PGE) Transportation Electrification Program Application 

Dear Commissioners: 

Vulcan Inc. is a private company based in Seattle, Washington working to solve some of the 

biggest global issues. The projects and investments we pursue are inspired by the ideas of our 
founder Paul G. Allen and tethered to a simple principle; we use data to inform our efforts and 

seek out opportunities that can make a positive impact and share what we learn. 

One of our key philanthropic focal areas in the climate and energy portfolio is transportation, 

where we seek to accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles and low-carbon energy sources to 

significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions. With this objective in mind, we created the Smart 

City Challenge, where we committed to grant up to $10 million to a mid-sized U.S. city to catalyze 
an aggressive transition to a clean electrified transportation system. 

Vulcan, Inc. supports PGE's proposal and the settlement agreement submitted by PGE and 

Stipulating Parties on June 27'1'. We recommend that the Commission approve all program 
elements in the settlement (TrlMet PIiot, Education and Outreach, Six Electric Avenue Charging 
Stations). 

Community awareness and availability of charging infrastructure are well documented barriers to 
electric vehicle adoption and are not expected to be adequately addressed In the near future 

without an active role from electric utilities. Research indicates the nascent markets for both 

electric vehicles and charging infrastructure are still highly dependent on publicly funded 

incentives and subsidies. In particular, geographic gaps in charging Infrastructure are likely to 
persist In low-income neighborhoods where currently utilization might be low; it is in these 

locations where regulated utilities can help deliver the backbone infrastructure necessary for a 

reliable and equitable charging network that serves all future users in a city and metro region. 

Considering SB1547 requires utilities to submit plans • ... for programs to accelerate 

transportation electrification,• PG E's $8 million proposal is, in our opinion, just a first small 
positive step forward. Much more will be needed in the coming months. 

505 Fifth Ave S Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98104 

206 342 2000 Tel 
206 342 3000 Fax 



To: Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
Re: UM 1811 PGE Transportation Electrification Program 

Date: September 18, 2017 

Page 2 of2 

In particular, we would like to address specific objections submitted to the Commission during 

the August 25 round of testimony with regards to the Electric Avenue Pilot: 

1. In our view, six charging stations would not Kdampen innovation, competition, and 

customer choice" in the charging infrastructure market. Furthermore, it is inconceivable that 

this small pilot would have any negative impact on EV sales or private capital 
investments. For context, the Smart Columbus program has the objective of installing 

1,685 charging stations (25 of them DC Fast Charge) by 2019 to serve approximately 2% 

of the overall vehicle fleet (about 4,000 vehicles). In other words, many more charging 

stations will be needed in the Portland metropolitan region if Oregon is to reach its 

objective of accelerating transportation electrification. As charging infrastructure 
increases, from both public and private investment, overall EV penetration will be 

increase thus increasing utilization rates of al/ stations, encouraging private capital 

investments. While a balance between the roles of utilities and other EV infrastructure 

providers needs to be struck, seeding the market with a few strategically placed stations, 
as PGE has proposed, can only help the overall EV ecosystem in our view. 

2. Concern was expressed that these six charging stations will remain in place for many 

years to come. Whether or not these stations are eventually upgraded seems to us 

immaterial to the purpose of this proposal. For EV drivers that demand "the latest and 

most innovative technology" in charging infrastructure, the private sector will continue to 

have an opportunity to fill this need profitably. 

3. PGE, an investor owned utility with over 800 thousand customers, is well suited to serve 

the needs of the broad range of EV drivers throughout the full geographic scope of their 
service territory. 

If there is anything else we can do to assist in your deliberations, please do not hesitate to reach 

out. We would be happy to discuss any of the issues mentioned above. 

Spencer Reeder 

Director, Climate & Energy 
Paul G. Allen Philanthropies 

Vulcan, Inc. 
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