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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON 

UE 470 

In the Matter of 
 
PACIFICORP, d/b/a PACIFIC POWER, 
 
Request for a General Rate Revision 

 

 

 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE 
UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION’S 

 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK A 

JUSTICE FUNDING CASE FUND GRANT AND 
REQUEST FOR CASE CERTIFICATION 

 
 Pursuant to ORS 757.072, OAR 860-001-0800 through OAR 860-001-0900 (“Justice 

Funding Grant Rules” or “JFG Rules”), and the Environmental Justice Communities Funding 

Agreement approved by the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (“Commission”) on October 10, 

2025 (“EJCFA”),1 the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (“CTUIR”) 

respectfully submits its: (1) notice of intent to seek a Justice Funding Grant from the PacifiCorp, 

dba Pacific Power (“PacifiCorp”) 2026 Justice Funding Case Fund account (“Notice of Intent”); and 

(2) request to be designated an OAR 860-001-0810(2) Case-certified Organization for purposes of 

this proceeding (“Case-certification Request”).   

 In support of its Notice of Intent and Case-certification Request, the CTUIR states the 

following: 

A. UE 470 is an “Eligible Proceeding” for Justice Funding Grant Award Purposes. 
 Section 6.2 of the EJCFA states that Case Fund Grant requests “may be made only in an 

Eligible Proceeding for Case Funds.”  In addition, OAR 860-001-0860(2)(a) and EJCFA Section 

6.3 require a Case Fund grant applicant to explain in its notice of intent to request a Case Fund 

 
1 In re Public Utility Commission of Oregon, House Bill 2475, Environmental Justice Communities Funding Agreement, 
Docket UM 2389, Order 25-409, Attachment A (Oct. 15, 2025). 
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Grant why the associated docket qualifies as an “Eligible Proceeding” under the JFG Rules and 

EJCFA.   

 The CTUIR’s explanation as to why this proceeding is an Eligible Proceeding for Justice 

Funding Case Fund grant purposes is contained in the CTUIR’s Motion to Determine Proceeding is 

a Justice Funding Case Fund Grant Eligible Proceeding (“Eligible Proceeding Determination 

Motion”) filed concurrently with this Notice of Intent and Case-certification Request.  As the 

Eligible Proceeding Determination Motion explains, this docket is a contested case “general rate 

case” proceeding and its outcome will affect PacifiCorp (a Participating Public Utility under the JF 

Rules and EJCFA) and PacifiCorp’s customers receiving service in the Environmental Justice 

Community defined as that area within the boundaries of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (“UIR”). 

Thus, this proceeding satisfies all of the criteria necessary for a Commission determination that it is 

an “Eligible Proceeding” under the relevant JFG Rules and EJCFA provisions. 

B. CTUIR Meets the Eligibility Criteria Required for a Case Fund Grant Award Involving 
this Eligible Proceeding. 

 OAR 860-001-0860(2)(a) and Section 6.3 of the EJCFA state that a Notice of Intent must 

“identify why the applicant meets the eligibility criteria listed in OAR 860-001-0840 . . . [or in] the 

alternative, the applicant may identify any prior order deeming the organization an Eligible grantee 

and/or deeming the proceeding a Justice Funding Grant Eligible Proceeding and granting Case 

Certification.” (emphasis added).   

 The Commission has previously acknowledged that, for Eligible Proceedings involving 

either PacifiCorp or Cascade Natural Gas, the entirety of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (“UIR”) 

constitutes a distinct “Environmental Justice Community” for purposes of eligibility for a Justice 
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Funding Case Fund grant award.2  Although the CTUIR believes each of those prior determinations 

(Order 25-401 and Order 26-003) constitutes sufficient proof of the CTUIR’s ongoing eligibility for 

a Justice Funding Grant Case Fund grant award for any docket the Commission determines to be an 

Eligible Proceeding under the criteria set forth in OAR 860-001-0840, OAR 860-001-0860 and the 

EJCFA, for the avoidance of doubt the CTUIR restates and reaffirms key statements made in its 

prior Case Fund grant applications requests and its UE 470 Petition to Intervene filed concurrently 

herewith:  

a) the CTUIR is a Federally Recognized Indian Tribe3 possessing sovereign governmental 

authority within the boundaries of the UIR; 

b) the CTUIR’s Constitution and Bylaws state that the CTUIR’s sovereign authority and 

powers shall be exercised by and through the actions of the CTUIR Board of Trustees 

(“Board”) and provides the Board preeminent and sovereign authority to represent the 

interests of all of PacifiCorp’s customers located on the UIR; 

c) for purposes of the Justice Funding Case Fund grant program the UIR constitutes a 

geographically distinct Environmental Justice Community because it contains a distinct 

tribal community as well as communities experiencing lower incomes, rural communities, 

communities with limited infrastructure, and other communities traditionally 

 
2 See OAR 860-001-0810(8) (stating that for purposes of Justice Funding Grant awards the term “Environmental Justice 
Community or Communities” includes communities of color, communities experiencing lower incomes, tribal 
communities, rural communities, coastal communities, communities with limited infrastructure, and other communities 
traditionally underrepresented in public processes and adversely harmed by environmental and health hazards, including 
but not limited to seniors, youth, and persons with disabilities); See also, In re PacifiCorp, dba Pacific Power, 2025 
Integrated Resource Plan and Clean Energy Plan, Docket LC 85, Order 25-401, (Oct. 7, 2025) (determining the UIR 
qualified as an EJC for purposes of awarding the CTUIR a Justice Funding Case Fund grant to be used to participate in 
Docket LC 85 (PacifiCorp 2025 IRP/CEP); see also In re Cascade Natural Gas Corporation Request for a General 
Rate Revision, Docket UG 525, Order 26-003, (Jan. 5, 2026) (determining the UIR qualified as an EJC for purposes of 
awarding the CTUIR a Justice Funding Case Fund grant to be used to participate in Docket UG 525 (2026 Cascade 
Natural Gas General Rate Revision). 
3 Indian Entities Recognized by and Eligible To Receive Services From the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, 91 
Fed. Reg. 4102, 4103 (Jan. 30, 2026). 
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underrepresented in public processes;  

d) PacifiCorp is currently the monopoly electric service provider within certain geographically 

identifiable areas on the UIR, providing service to both residential and commercial class 

customers located on the UIR;  

e) the majority of PacifiCorp’s residential customers on the UIR are Native American and/or 

qualify as low-income under Oregon law and Commission rules;  

f) PacifiCorp supplies slightly over 90% of  the electricity used by CTUIR’s governmental and 

enterprise operations; 

g) the CTUIR intends to represent the interests of all PacifiCorp UIR EJC residential 

customers, and participation in this proceeding will be primarily directed at public utility 

issues affecting those interests, including but not limited to interests in utility rates and terms 

and conditions of service, interests in the cost of access and impact from the delivery of 

services, and interests in matters involving the interconnection of renewable resources to 

PacifiCorp’s on UIR distribution network;  

h) the CTUIR has a demonstrated history of effectively representing the interests of all 

residential households located on the UIR; and, 

i) The CTUIR’s request for case-certification in this contested case proceeding will not unduly 

delay the schedule of this proceeding. 

C. CTUIR’s Petition to Intervene, Notice of Intent to Request a Case Fund Grant, and 
Request for Case Certification Are Being Filed Concurrently. 

 OAR 860-001-0860(1) and Section 6.3 of the EJCFA require a notice of intent and case-

certification request to be filed at the same time a potential grantee submits its petition to intervene 

in the underlying proceeding.  This Notice of Intent and Case-certification Request is being filed 

concurrently with CTUIR’s separately filed petition to intervene in this proceeding.  
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D. Service of This Notice of Intent and Case-certification Request Will Be Made on 
PacifiCorp, all Justice Funding Pre-certified Organizations and all UE 470 Parties of 
Record Concurrently with CTUIR’s Filing of This Document with the PUC. 

 As required by OAR 860-001-0860(2)(b) and Section 6.3 of the EJCFA, this Notice of 

Intent is being electronically served on PacifiCorp (the only affected Participating Public Utility), 

all currently designated Pre-certified Organizations, and all parties of record identified on the 

service list from UE 470 as of December 18, 2025.  A certificate of service identifying the 

individuals being served is attached as Exhibit 1. 

E. CTUIR Requests a Case Fund Grant Award from the PacifiCorp Case Fund Account. 

 Pursuant to  OAR 860-001-0860(2)(c) and Section 6.3 of the EJCFA, the CTUIR identifies 

the PacifiCorp Case Fund Account as the account from which the CTUIR seeks a Case Fund Grant.  

The amount of CTUIR’s Case Fund grant request and the applicable calendar year account will be 

identified in the CTUIR’s proposed budget for a Case Fund grant that will be filed in accordance 

with the requirements of the JF Rules and EJCFA. 

 Dated:  May 28, 2026. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
/s/ Jim Deason     
JIM DEASON, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2180 Memorial Dr. SE 
Atlanta, GA 30317 
OSB No. 954970 
Email:  jimdeason.or@gmail.com 
Phone: (503) 893-4564 
 
Attorney for Confederated Tribes of the  
Umatilla Indian Reservation 
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Exhibit 1 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE 
UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION’S NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK A JUSTICE 
FUNDING CASE FUND GRANT AND REQUEST FOR CASE-CERTIFICATION: 
  
(a) by electronic mail upon all parties included on the service list for this proceeding (Docket 

UE 470) maintained in the Commission's edockets system; and, 
 

(b) by electronic mail upon all entities designated Pre-certified Organizations for calendar year 
2026 pursuant to Order 25-529 issued December 24, 2025 in Docket UM 2389 (In the 
Matter of Public Utility Commission of Oregon, House Bill 2475, Environmental Justice 
Funding Agreement), as follows:  
 
Community Energy Project:   charity@communityenergyproject.org  
    siraat@communityenergyproject.org 

Community Action Partnership of Oregon: lauren@caporegon.org 
 
Verde:      anahisegovia@verdenw.org 

Oregon Just Transition Alliance:  ana@ojta.org 

 
 
Dated May 28, 2026. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
/s/ Jim Deason     
JIM DEASON, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2180 Memorial Dr. SE 
Atlanta, GA 30317 
Email:  jimdeason.or@gmail.com 
Phone: (503) 893-4564 
OSB No. 954970 
 
Attorney for Confederated Tribes of the  
Umatilla Indian Reservation 

 


