
Public Utility Commission 
201 High St SE Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301-3398 
Mailing Address: PO Box 1088 

Salem, OR 97308-1088 
503-373-7394

October 21, 2020 

BY EMAIL 
Avista Corporation, dba Avista Utilities 
dockets@avistacorp.com 
Annette.brandon@avistacorp.com 

RE:  Advice No. 20-06-G 

At the special public meeting on October 15, 2020, the Commission adopted Staff’s 
recommendation in this matter docketed as UG 392.  The Staff Report is attached to the 
Commission’s order issued in this matter.  Attached to this letter is a receipted copy of the tariff 
sheet(s) in your advice filing.   

/s/ Nolan Moser 
Nolan Moser 
Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
(503) 378-3098

mailto:dockets@avistacorp.com
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Supplemental Fifteenth Revision Sheet 461 

AVISTA CORPORATION 
dba Avista Utilities 

SCHEDULE 461 

PURCHASED GAS COST ADJUSTMENT PROVISION - OREGON 

APPLICABILITY: 

This schedule applies to all schedules for natural gas sales service within the entire territory served by 
the Company in the State of Oregon. The definitions and provisions described herein shall establish the 
natural gas costs for Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) deferral purposes on a monthly basis. 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this provision is to allow the Company, on established Adjustment Dates, to adjust rate 
schedules for changes in the cost of gas purchased in accordance with the rate adjustment provisions 
described herein. 

RATE: 

(a) The rates of gas Schedules 410,420,424 and 444 are to be increased by $0.36442 per therm in all 
blocks of these rate schedules. 

(b) The rate of gas Schedule 440 is to be increased by $0.20655 per therm in all blocks of these rate 
schedules. 

(c) The rates of transportation Schedule 456 are to be increased by $0.0000 per therm in all blocks. 

A. DEFINITIONS: 

1. Actual Commodity Cost: The natural gas supply costs for commodity actually paid for the month, 
including Financial Transactions, fuel use, and distribution system lost and unaccounted for natural gas 
(LUFG) plus Gas Storage Facilities withdrawals, plus or minus the cost of gas associated with pipeline 
imbalances, plus propane costs, plus odorization charges, less Commodity Off-System Sales Revenues 
received during the month, plus actual Variable Transportation Costs, plus commodity-related 
reservation charges, less all transportation demand charges embedded in commodity costs. 

2. Commodity Off-System Sales Revenues: Revenues received from the sale ofnatural gas to a party 
other than the Company's Oregon sales customers less costs associated with the sales transactions. 

3. Variable Transportation Costs: Variable transportation costs, including pipeline volumetric 
charges and other variable costs related to volumes of commodity delivered to sales customers. 

4. Actual Non-Commodity Cost: Actual Non-Commodity gas costs shall be equal to actual Demand 
Costs, less actual Capacity Release Benefits, plus or minus actual pipeline refunds or surcharges. 

5. Demand Costs: Fixed monthly pipeline costs and other demand-related natural gas costs such as 
capacity reservation charges, plus any transportation demand charges embedded in commodity cost. 

Advice No. 20-06-G 
Issued September 14, 2020 

Issued by Avista Utilities 

Effective For Service On & After 
November 1, 2020 

By Patrick Ehrbar, Director of Regulatory Affairs 
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AVISTA CORPORATION 
dba Avista Utilities 

SCHEDULE 461 (continued) 

PURCHASED GAS COST ADJUSTMENT PROVISION - OREGON 

6. Capacity Release Benefits: This component includes revenues associated with 
pipeline capacity releases. The benefits to Customers, through the monthly PGA 
deferrals, shall be 100% of the capacity release revenues up to the full pipeline rate, and 
80% of the capacity release revenues in excess of full pipeline rates. Capacity release 
revenues shall be quantified on a transaction-by-transaction basis. 

7. Estimated Weighted Average Cost Of Gas (WACOG): The estimated WACOG 
is calculated by the following formula: (Forecasted Purchases at Adjusted Contract 
Prices) divided by forecasted sales. 

a. "Forecasted Purchases" means November 1 - October 31 forecasted sales, 
plus a percentage for "Distribution System Unaccounted for Gas." 

b. "Distribution System Unaccounted for Gas" means the 5-year average of actual 
unaccounted for gas, not to exceed 2%. 

c. "Adjusted Contract Prices" means contract prices that are adjusted by each 
associated Canadian pipeline's published (closest to August 1) fuel-in-kind and 
line loss amount provided for by tariff, and by each associated U.S. pipeline's 
tariffed rate. 

The Estimated WACOG per therm is as follows: 

With Gross Revenue Factor 
Without Gross Revenue Factor 

$0.20655 
$0.19991 

8. Estimated Non-Commodity Cost per Therm: The estimated Non-Commodity 
Cost per therm shall be equal to estimated Demand Costs, less estimated 
Capacity Release Benefits, plus or minus estimated pipeline refunds or 
surcharges, divided by November 1 - October 31 forecasted sales 

The Estimated Non-Commodity Cost per therm is as follows: 

With Gross Revenue Factor 
Without Gross Revenue Factor 

$0.15787 
$0.15279 

9. Forecasted Monthly Calendar Sales Volumes: Forecasted billed sales therms, 
adjusted for estimated unbilled therms, for Schedules 410, 420, 424, 440, and 444. 

Advice No. 20-06-G 
Issued September 14, 2020 

Issued by Avista Utilities 
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AVISTA CORPORATION 
dba Avista Utilities 

Advice No.  20-06-G Effective For Service On & After 
Issued July 31, 2020 November 1, 2020 

Issued by Avista Utilities 
By   Patrick Ehrbar, Director of Regulatory Affairs      

SCHEDULE 462 

GAS COST RATE ADJUSTMENT – OREGON 

APPLICABILITY: 
This schedule applies to all schedules for natural gas sales service within the entire 
territory served by the Company in the State of Oregon.    

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this provision is to allow the Company to pass through the differences 
between the actual cost of gas purchased and transported for customer usage and the 
amount collected from customers.  These differences are accumulated in a sub-account 
of Account 191 for later refund or surcharge to customers. 

RATE: 
(a) The rates of gas Schedules 410, 420, 424 and 444 are to be decreased by $0.01549

per therm.
(b) The rate of gas Schedule 440 is to be decreased by $0.02026 per therm.

AMORTIZATION OF ACCOUNT 191 SUB-ACCOUNT DEFERRALS: 
The Account 191 sub-account deferred balances approved for surcharge or refund to 
customers shall include interest calculated on a monthly basis using the interest rate(s) 
approved by the Commission.  

      The surcharge or refund rate shall be adjusted annually as part of the annual Purchased 
Gas Adjustment (PGA) filing.   

AMOUNT OF ADJUSTMENT: 
The amount of adjustment to be made to customers’ rates shall consist of the sum of the 
changes in the Embedded Commodity Cost and Non-Commodity Cost deferral accounts 
and the change in amortization rates of the Account 191 sub-accounts, as well as other 
gas cost related deferral accounts as the Commission may approve.   

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS: 
This schedule is subject to the General Rules and Regulations contained in this tariff and 
to those prescribed by regulatory authorities.  This schedule is an automatic adjustment 
clause (PGA) as described in ORS 757.210(1) and is subject to the customer notification 
requirements as described in OAR 860-022-0017.   
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